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The President’s Message:

Spring is finally here! The temperatures are rising, the snow is gone and the Sun, all too infrequent the past few
months, is now shining more often. Many of our winter-blooming species are winding down now but most
orchids are putting on their growth spurts in preparation for the next blooming season. This brings on potting
season! The best time to repot is when your orchids are initiating new growth. To help with the process, we will
have a potting clinic at our April 5 meeting. We will provide potting media and the expertise of Sandy Myhalik ¢
you provide orchids in need of repotting. Please let us know if possible how many plants you will bring so that we
have enough materials on hand. See the announcement in the Meetings section. The evening will begin with a
short discussion of various potting methods and ways in which you can rejuvenate orchids which are not doing
well ¢ how to induce new root growth on your plants which have lost them. Yes, this is a fool-proof method!
When this method was presented in the Orchid Digest three years ago no one believed it and several articles have
appeared since showing the outstanding results growers have had. About the time the original article appeared
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We were tempted to throw them out but instead tried the new method and were truly amazed ¢ in 8 weeks all of
the plants had long, strong roots. We will also briefly discuss pest control methods. There are a couple of newer
products that work very well.

We will likely have a change of speakers at our May meeting. We are confirming that Jean Stefanik will speak to
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Barkamsted. Along that trail are other orchids such as rattlesnake plantain, that will be in bud. On June 5,

everyone is invited to visit our cultivated garden lady slippers in Litchfield. Some of the very earliest species will

be at the end of their bloom (you are also welcome to visit the two earlier weekends) but the largest variety will

be in bloom. Later in June, we will visit J&L Orchids in Easton. J&L is the most famous grower of miniature
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presentations and browse plants from several vendors. J&L will also host a picnic.

Speaking of picnics, The NSOS picnic will be held in July at the home of Sandy Myhalik and Steve Calderon. We
hope everyone can come and visit with their fellow members and families. In September we will hold another
workshop, this one showing how you can make new hybrids from your own orchids. We will discuss why people
want to make new hybrids and how to do it. We will have plants for you to practice with, and you are invited to
bring your own plants to cross. This is an area of keeping orchids that most people find mysterious but it is
actually easy and can become quite addictive ¢ | started doing it in 2004 and now do about 40 crosses each year.
Once you see a plant that you have nursed from a near-microscopic seed to a blooming flower, you will wonder
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In October, we will have a dinner and auction. This promises to be a lot of fun. We are arranging to have some
interesting orchids and other cool stuff for the auctions. November will be quite special in that our guest speaker

will be Bill Cullina. Bill is one of the most famous horticulturists in the world and has worked at such prominent
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Gardens. A few years ago Bill wrote a highly acclaimed book in which he demystified orchid keeping and he has

written similar award-winning books about other plant groups. If you are a gardener you probably have some of

his books. Bill is from Connecticut and generously agreed to share some time with us (hopefully Bill will bring

copies of his books to sign).

December brings our Holiday party and the beginning of the main blooming season for our tropical orchids. Not
mentioned here is a date for us to visit the Northeast Judging Center. We will schedule a trip to EImsford or
Boylston during the fall. This is something else that all orchid growers should see live at least once. These
meetings are held several times each month at these two sites for our area and one can learn an enormous
amount from them as they include short discussion topics followed by in-depth judging of plants that are brought
for the meeting ¢ think of it as our monthly show table discussions on steroids!

Sorry for such a long message but | am excited about all the activities that our society is undertaking this year!
Thank you to everyone who has participated and to those who will participate. We aim to make our society as

useful and most of all as enjoyable for everyone as possible.




SHOW TABLE

GROWER

PLANT NAME

TYPE

CROSS

Rocco Basilica

Copper Queen

BLC

Paph

Maudi a
Valley HCC/AOS

Almand
Hsingying
SM/TPS

Tropic Tom

Tiger Crow

Portia Corbett

Angraecum
Sesquapidale

Phantom Florish

Flamboyant

Gastrochilus
Acertifolius

Gol d Digge
Mandarin

Ron Burch

Ocean of Fire

Aerangis hyaloides

Stenorhyncus Speciasa

Jeanne McDermott

Ludisia Discolar

Maudiae

Lawianum

Ted Zamojski

Col m. Wi | d ¢
Sirah’

Laelia Anceps

Encyclia bractescens

John Sziklas

Saium

Sukhakulii

wardii

C. Alma Nielson
‘' Mi c’hell@C? A

Newberry Parfait
Picotee




Ocean of Fire

Grown by Ron Birch

Tropic Tom

Grown by Rocco Basilica

Angraecum Sesuapidale

Grown by Portia Corbett

Maudi a Napa

Grown by Rocco Basilica

Tiger crow

Grown by Rocco Basilica

Stenorhyneus Speciosa

Grown by Ron Burch

Val
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NUTMEG STATE ORCHID SOCIETY MENTOR LIST

2010

Ron Burch

Cypripediums Native
orchids

860-567-0431

ronjonb@aol.com

Call/e-mail

anytime

Walter Doehr

Cymbidiums, Phals.,
Growing under lights

Hydroponics

203-634-7712

johndeered@att.net

Call/e-mail
anytime

Joe Hertz

Under lights and
Windowsill growing

All species

860-233-5505

jhertz1015@aol.com

Call/e-mail
anytime

Julia Massolin-
Walas

All species,
Hydroponics

Pests & diseases,
Mounting/Repotting

Dividing

860-673-3578

orchidjulia@hotmail.com

Call/e-mail
anytime

Jeanne
McDermott

Windowsill growing:

Phals, Paphs, Brassia,
Oncidiums,
Cymbidiums,
Miltoniopsis & mixed
genera

860-677-5381

jtmcdermott@comcast.net

Call/e-mail
anytime

Sandy Myhalik

Phalaenopsis

860-677-0504

myhalik@comcast.net

Jay Preshie

Growing under lights

All species

860-651-3155

jpresbie@sprintmail.com

Call/e-mail
anytime

John Sziklas

Paphiopedilums
Phragmepediums

Cattleyas

860-658-2908

Call
anytime
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NSOS now has a mentor list and would like to add more folks going forward. We are looking for people
that are willing to answer questions on something that you are familiar with pertaining to orchids. You do
not have to be an expert, just able to help someone who has a question in your area of knowledge. We all
have areas that we feel comfortable in that would be of great assistance to someone just starting out. If
you wish to be added to our NSOS Mentor List, please send me a note: johndeered@att.net

BUSINESS MEETING

The was called to order by President Ron Burch at 7:10pm There 61
members and visitors present. It was announced that the April meeting
would be a repotting clinic. Those that have orchids that need repotting
should bring the orchid along with a new pot to repot the orchid in. You
should also bring a small bucket for water. NSOS will provide the
» potting medium for those present. The Dinner/Auction will be held on
) . October 2, 2010 at the Tunxis plantation. The price for the

dinner/auction is $32 per person, those non NSOS members wishing to
attend the auction only will be $10. It was announced that there would
be no formal meeting in June, instead we will be having two field trips.
The first will be to Ron & BarbaraBu r cih@ar,den at
view their lady lady slippers in blossom, this will be on June 5, 2010.
The second will be to J&L orchids in Easton for their annual sale. J&L
will provide a lunch for thos attending. There is a possibility of renting
a bus, more details to follow.

NSOS attended and participated in the Amherst Orchid Show in February. NSOS was awarded 34 ribbons
including Best Society Exhibit at the show for the second year. Ginna Plude received 13 ribbons for her
orchids. Congratulations to all who participated in the show.

SPEAKER

AThe Amazing Worl d ofo Marppeaker and
was Helen Hersh, Owner of Mt Prospect Orchids. Helen was with a
few month back and gave an outstanding talk and slide show. Along
- with the fantastic presentation that she gave, Helen brought
outstanding collection of orchids for sale to those present.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

April 5, 2010 - NSOS will conduct a REPOTTING CLINIC for those that have orchids in need of
repotting. Ron Burch, President of NSOS and his wife, Barbara, owners of the Gardens @ Post Hill,
along with Sandy Myhalik, Co-Vice President of NSOS & past President of Master Gardeners, will share
their expertise.

NSOS will provide the potting medium free of charge. Anyone wishing to repot their orchid (s) is asked
to bring an appropriate new pot (s), a bucket for water to clean the plant, and a small container for transfer
of the planting medium. Be sure to send an email to: ronjonb@aol.com or myhalik@comcast.net to tell
us the number of plants you will bring so ample supplies will be available to meet your needs.

May 3, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: TBA Shortly
June 5, 2010 - Tour of Gardens at Post Hill to see Cypripediums in bloom

June 27, 2010 - Trip to J&L Orchid Sale

July 24, 2010 - NSOS Family Picnic
At the Home of Sandy Myhalik and Steve Calderon-- Rain date July 25

September 13..... So You Want to be an Orchid Bree der: Creating Your Own Ideal Orchid through
Hybridization by Ron Burch . NOTE: MEETING IS ONE WEEK LATE DUE TO THE LABOR DAY
HOLIDAY

October 2..... Auction & Dinner/Silent Auction
Tunxis Plantation Country Club, Farmington. Open to the public. Check back for more information.

November 1..... "Understanding Orchids"  William Cullina, author of "Understanding Orchids" and
current Director of Horticulture/Plant Curator of the Coastal Maine Botannical Gardens in
Boothbay, Maine Visit Bill's website for more info: www.williamcullina.com

December 6..... Holiday Party & Elections

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm —9 pm the first Monday of each month
unless otherwise posted above or on our website.
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Northeast AOS Judging Centers---
What Does That Represent??

AOS judging of your orchids can occur most times of the year through Regional Centers.
One does not have to wait for a Society AOS judged show to potentially acquire a
distinguished award for an outstanding species/hybrid orchid. Every AOS or Affiliated
Society member can drive to their local designated center and present their prized orchid for
immediate judging when the plant is in glory.

There are 24 Judging Centers in the United States and Canada that administer the
Ameri can Orchid Societyodéds judging system.
MA are the two closest to NSOS. If you ever have an orchid in its prime and you feel it is
the best of the bloomers, then contact and visit the sites below.

Chair, EImsford - Wayne Bourdette, 5 Emily Ct., Greenlawn, NY 11740; W: (718) 220-5164, H:
(631) 757-6299, Email:wbourdette@wcs.orqg Judging takes place at the Hampton Inn, 200
Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford, NY at 12:00PM on the third Saturday of the month. Send cut flowers
to: Wayne Bourdette, 5 Emily Ct., Greenlawn, NY 11740.

Chair, Boylston - Robert Winkley, 80 Florida St., #9, Dorchester, MA 02124; H: (617) 282-7351,
Email:rwinkley@aol.com Judging takes place at the Tower Hill Botanic Gardens of Worcester,
11 French Dr., Classroom C, Boylston, MA at 1:00PM on the first Saturday of the month. Send
cut flowers to: Robert Winkley, 80 Florida ST., Unit 9, Dorchester, MA 02124.

Specific dates will be listed in our NSOS schedule/calendar for your convenience.
Submitted by: Jeanne McDermott

TREASURER’'S REPORT

NSOS financial data is available to members upon request. Send your inquiries to our Treasurer,
Tom Mierzejewski: tommajeski@comcast.net .
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Advertising in our NSOS Newsletter
Advertising is now open to members and businesses. The following rates apply: $10/month

business card size ad. ¥ page $25, % page $50. Members would get $5 & $10 off these rates
respectively. A four line word ad for members would be $2. Contact Walter Doehr if interested and
send your check to Tom Mierzejewski, our Treasurer.

Refreshments : It is requested that for the April meeting, those members with last names beginning
with A thru M bring in a snack or finger food to share with members. Thanks in advance for your
contributions!

WEBSITE

As you have probably noticed our website is undergoing a reconstruction to make it more informative for
our members and visitors to our site. If anyone has any ideas please let me know at johndeered@att.net &
we will see if they can be incorporated into the site. Also any constructive criticism would be most
welcome. | would also like to incorporate any photos that are from any shows that our members attend. |
would like to keep the photo gallery fresh and changing. This website belongs to all the members of
NSOS and not just the board. Please take a few minutes and review the site.

We also now have a page on face book. For those of you that are on face book stop by and for those who
are not on it why not join. You can be very selective on who & what you allow as friends . Thanks to Jay
Presbie for starting the page.
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NUTMEG ORCHID SOCIETY
AWARDS
FROM AMHERST ORCHID SOCIETY
2010 SHOW

1% place- Society display
1% place- GinnaPlude-Epc Rene Marques OFI|-@lass8 Thrower & | C C
3" place- Ginna Plude- E p i radi can@as8Pi nk Ladyo
3" place- GinnaPlude-Epc Rene HWmeqlibso&El©GlasRCC/ AOS
1% place i Nancy Galvin- Paph Mem Larry Heuer- Class 31
2" place- John Sziklas- Paph Saiun- Class 32
3" place- Ron Burch- Phrag Autumn Fire- Class 37
2" place- Jeanne McDermott- Paph Maudiae- Class 40
3% place- GinnaPlude-Paph hybr i-Blassdgn OEIl vi so
. 3" place- Alan Stauch- Paph Philippinense- Class 40
. 1* place- Nancy Galvin- Paph Mem Larry Heuer- Class 42
. 1¥ place- Sandy Myhalik- P h a | hybri d-Clagé¥ 6Pi nwheel 6
. 3" place- John Sziklas- Dtps Newberry Parfait 6 P i c-Clase6d 6
. 1* place- Sandy Myhalik- P h a | hybrid i-Clss6dCotton Candy?o
. 2" place- Betsy Galvin- DtpsMing-Hs i ng Yel | ow -Blass70 6 Mont cl ai r o
. 1% place- Sandy Myhalik- P h a | hybrid i-Chss@®@Cotton Candy?o
. 3" place- Ginna Plude- Bllra Peggy Ruth Carpenter- Class 78
. 2" place- GinnaPlude-Onc Lorraineds FouGass8ent h WOC 6Befhut
. 1¥ place- Ginna Plude- Odcdm Sydney Smith- Class 86
. 2" place- Ginna Plude- Onc auriferum- Class 87
. 1¥ place- GinnaPlude-Onc Lorr ai e VO CF @& dliats @2¢ 1y t
. 2" place- Ginna Plude- Onc auriferum- Class 92
. 2" place- Jeanne McDermott- Cym lowianum- Class 93
. 2" place- Jeanne McDermott- Cym lowianum- Class 97
. 2" place- Ginna Plude- Dend Salaya Candy- Class 103
. 3" place- Nancy Galvin- Angraecum sesquipedale- Class 121
. 1* place- Jeanne McDermott- Ludsia discolor- Class 129
. 1¥ place- Jeanne McDermott- Ludsia discolor- Class 131
. 2nd place- Nancy Galvin- Oberonia species- Class 131
. 2" place- Alan Stauch- Coelogyne flaccida- Class 125
. 2" place- Ginna Plude- E p i radi can@ass62Pi nk Ladyo
. 2" place- Ginna Plude- Odcdm. Sydney Smith- Class 092
. 2" place i Nancy Galvin i Angraecum sesquipedale i Class 125
. 3" place- Sandy Myhalik-P h a | hybri d-Clesg0ii6 6 Pi nwheel 6

©CoNoousrwWN P

PLUS

Best Standard Phalaenopsis in Show- Sponsored IN MEMORY OF BILL COSS-Awarded to Phal
hybrid Cotton Candy grown by Sandy Myhalik of Nutmeg State Orchid Society




Monthly Checklist for March and April
Cattleya

Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month, the lengthening days and
warmer temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited harbingers of the coming change of season.
Some of the best standard cattleyas of the year will be in bloom, or will be blooming soon. The last of the
winter-flowering hybrids will join the earliest of the spring hybrids in a wonderful display. Be on the alert for
senescing sheaths that need removal. If these yellowing sheaths are not removed, the moisture they trap can
lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath will allow the buds to develop, although they will need
additional support. Changing light conditions can also be a problem in March and April. An exceptionally
bright day, especially immediately following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the foliage if shading is not
attended to properly. There can still be periods of dull days where spikes can weakened owing to the lower
light. Lengthening days will mean increased metabolic rates necessitating increased water and fertilizer. The
plants will indicate needs by drying more rapidly, which means more frequent watering and fertilizing.

With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the season for spring bloom, it is
also the time to be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they bloom. Immediately after
blooming has proven to be the best time to repot winter- and spring-flowering cattleyas. In most cases, they
will be ready to grow roots, so if potted at this time, they will root right into fresh mix with little or no
setback.

Cymbidium

Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all staking and twist-ties and be on the
lookout for aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate water because flowering strains the plants. As new
growths appear later, increase the nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant look healthy but not be
blooming, try increasing the light during the next growing season. The number-one reason for no flowers is
lack of light.

Dendrobium (Australian)

These hard-cane dendrobiums will be at their flowering peak now. It is not unusual to see a specimen of this
type in an orchid show boasting 1,000 flowers. The secret with this group -- bred primarily from Dendrobium
kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum -- is to provide ample water, fertilizer and light during the growing
season.




Lycaste

This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its flowering season. Soon you will see the
beginning of new root growth, which is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth emerges,
provide ample fertilizer and water. A sign of good culture is an increase in the size of psuedobulbs with each
successive year.

Miltoniopsis

This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing displays of color will dazzle the grower over the
next few months. Prepare your plants for optimum display by staking spikes (if needed) and cleaning off the
older yellow foliage. Do not miss the wonderful fragrance as the flowers unfold.

Paphiopedilum

March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-slipper orchids. However, it is a month
where the volume of plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the time to work
with your paphiopedilums before the pressure of other potting prevents your doing the thorough job you
should. Look at each plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free? Does it need potting? Is it in
spike? Does it have an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your paphs is one of the most satisfying tasks
of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted paphiopedilums look happy.

The summer-blooming types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on the lookout for
the buds, as well as any insect pests that may have found their way into the crowns of your plants. It is
especially difficult to clean mealybugs, in particular, once they have become established in the plant. Better to
get to them before they get a good toehold.

Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and strong. Do not
be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are staked too soon, the flowers may develop a "nodding”
stance, where the dorsal will not stand upright. If the spikes seem to develop at an angle, let them, and stake
after the flower has hardened for best carriage, especially on the hybrids with fairieanum background.

Phalaenopsis

In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be carefully
attended to, so that the flowers will be displayed at their best for orchid shows and judging -- even those
intended for your home will look best if properly staked. One of the most decorative aspects of phalaenopsis
spikes is the way they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will lack this grace and will not be as
pleasing. Most growers like to have the final support just below the first flower, allowing maximum support,
without sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike.

Rapid-growing spikes and open flowers place extra demands on the plant. Careful monitoring of watering
and feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give their best floral display. Remember, too, that




the lengthening days will also increase the frequency at which plants need water.

Beware of the invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers and spikes are
favorite targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the look out for their presence, often indicated by the
appearance of sooty mold resulting from the exudate of the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds are too
advanced. If flowers and buds are too far along, the chemical treatment may damage or abort them.

Pleurothallids

Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their best now. If plants are not in
flower, the next few months provide an excellent time to divide if needed or repot into fresh mix. Taking care
of these tasks now will allow enough time for your plants to become established before the hot weather
arrives.

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and JaneseRor thisessay




AOS CORNER

A Foolproof Orchid

James Watson tells how three hobbyists grow the jewel orchid Ludisia discolorl
Ludisia discolor in bloom, illustration by Marion Sheehan

The jewel orchid Ludisia discolor contradicts the myth that orchids are not grown for their foliage. This
adaptable terrestrial dazzles the eye year round with its colorful lustrous leaves. And when ready to bloom, the
plant explodes with 12-inch-tall sprays of white flowers.

Ludisia discolor shatters another myth: Orchids can be grown only in certain regions because of their specific
cultural needs. Not so with Lds. discolor. This tough plant will thrive in a greenhouse in the Pacific Northwest
yet also reward the grower with lush growth in a Hawaiian garden, where it can be cultivated in a container or
planted in the landscape.

It is equally at home indoors. "It's wonderful as a houseplant because of its beautiful foliage,” says Rita
Cohen, proprietor of Orchid Art in New York and chair of the AOS Northeast Judging Center. "When Linda
Yang wrote about this plant in the New York Times several years ago, she listed four vendors as sources who
rapidly went through a couple of hundred plants while filling orders. Two years later, people were still calling
for them."”

At Home Under Lights

For Cohen, Lds. discolor's needs are met in a light garden where the plants are set on the floor next to the light
stand. Here, the rich leafy colors are more intense than on those plants set directly beneath the tubes. "When
the plants are given too much light, they bleach out. Likewise, shade seems to intensify the foliage color of
another jewel orchid called Macodes," says Cohen. Her Lds. discolor shares the floor with the company of
ferns in these low-light conditions.

Ludisia discolor is potted in a mixture of ProMix to which some perlite is added. Says Cohen, "The plants like




to be kept damp, but not sopping wet." Because Lds. discolor is grown for its foliage, it is fertilized sparingly.
A temperature of 58 to 60 F is maintained both night and day.

Fortunately for growers, the plants are almost insect and disease free. However, when mealy bugs invade, the
plants are washed with warm soapy water or rubbed with alcohol.

Propagating Lds. discolor is a snap. When Cohen needs more to meet customer demand, she breaks off a
piece of the pencil-thick brittle rhizome and then pins it on the top of some potting mix in a small container.
Kept damp, the cuttings root quickly, and soon Cohen is ready to spark another orchidist's enthusiasm for Lds.
discolor.

Life Under Glass

Ludisia discolor also makes a pretty picture in natural light, whether on the windowsill or in a greenhouse.
Mary Davidson Dunnell of Seattle, Washington, recalls her first encounter. "When we first saw it, we thought
it was an exotic tradescantia. Then, discovering what it really was, we began growing it like a rhizomatous
begonia in our glass greenhouse," says Dunnell, a longtime member of the American Orchid Society who
served as president from 1990 to 1992. Her potting mix contains a bit of everything - vermiculite, perlite,
soilless potting mix, fine bark and tree-fern fiber. The plants, which are grown in 4-inch pots, are watered
when the top of the soil is dry, and they are rarely fertilized.

Says Dunnell, "I treat this plant like a begonia, not an orchid.” Her plants of Lds. discolor, which grow in the
shade cast by begonias, marantas, ferns and aroids, are kept neatly trimmed in their plastic vessels. However,
if the stems reached the greenhouse floor they would probably grow like a groundcover.

Ludisia discolor makes a great gift, too. Says Dunnell, "We gave one to a friend and she is growing it in a
bathroom with a skylight, where it blooms all the time."

The beautiful foliage i the reason why many people grow Ludisia discolor.

Suited to the Tropics

At Fairchild Tropical Garden in Miami, Florida, Lds. discolor is grown in 10-inch-wide shallow clay pots like
those used for bulbs and epiphytic orchids. Says Conservatory Horticulturist Craig Allen, "I use a mix of one
third perlite, one third peat moss and one third Aliflor, baked-clay pellets that are a substitute for tree fern. To
each pot I add 1-1/2 tablespoons of cow manure and 1/2 tablespoon of bone meal.” When he repots, which is
once a year, Allen often divides each clump in half and centers each division in a new container.

The plants are watered three times weekly and fertilized once a week with Dyna-Gro. Allen echoes Cohen's
advice: Although Lds. discolor can be watered often, it will not tolerate a soggy medium.

Allen, who has worked at Fairchild for 13 years, sets the containers on plastic-slat benches (for air circulation)
outdoors under 50 percent shade cloth. When a cold night is forecast, the plants are brought into the




greenhouse until the threat of chilly temperatures passes.

Ludisia discolor is a hot item at the garden’s sales. "We have a different form that has an almost black velvety
color with a gold center vein, which is popular with our members. It is more difficult to grow than the regular
type, taking longer to fill a container, and its leaves are not as large,"” says Allen.

Basics

Ludisia discolor (loo-DISS-ee-uh DIS-kol-or) is still often sold in nurseries and referred to in books under the
older name of Haemaria discolor.

This terrestrial species is native to Southern China and Myanmar to Indonesia.

Ludisia dicolor is commonly called a jewel orchid, which refers to the quality of the leaves. Other genera of
orchids also referred to as jewel orchids include Macodes and Anoectochilus.

The culture is remarkably easy for this orchid that remains attractive year round. Pot in a clay or plastic
container filled with a basic houseplant mix, such as that recommended for African violets. Place in a well-lit
window with other houseplants and orchids or set a plant in your greenhouse. Water to keep the soil moist,
perhaps twice a week, remembering to adjust your watering schedule as the seasons change. Fertilize with a
balanced plant food regularly. Keep temperatures above 50 F year round, avoiding excessively high
temperatures in the summer. - James Watson

Cut stems can be placed in water. They will produce roots after a few months. Photo: William Brudon.

Rooting Stems in Water

Unlike many orchids, Ludisia discolor is a terrestrial and it is usually grown in a potting mix; one
recommended for African violets works well. | found that | can also grow this plant in water. This was not
planned but as | was moving my plants to their outdoor location in June | broke off a couple of stems
accidentally. The stems of this orchid are fleshy, turgid, similar to those of some begonias. Having rooted
begonias in water, | placed the Ludisia stems in a glass mustard jar filled with water. | placed the jar on my
kitchen windowsill (north exposure with a large skylight above). Over the weeks and months, roots formed.
No food was added. It was only necessary to add water as needed to maintain a constant level. By December,
inflorescences began and eventually burst into bloom. The blooms lasted about two months and in March | cut
off the spent blossoms and potted the plants, which are now putting out vegetative side shoots and growing
well. - Charles Zill, DOS, 2350 Washtenaw Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104.
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Ludisia discolor in bloom at the AOS Botanical Garden.
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