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The Presidentôs Message:                                                                                                                                        

       

Dear Members,  

 What an honor and privilege it is to share with each of you the results of our  ά/ƻƳŜ {ŜŜ hǳǊ 

.ƭƻƻƳŜǊǎΗέ Show & Sale!   The success expected did truly materialize!   NSOS welcomed over 500 

attendees to our 6 houǊ άhǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎέ ǎƘƻǿΗ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǊŜŀƭΗΗ  hǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ so 

harmoniously that in just 2 hours (7:30 am ς фΥол ŀƳύΣ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊƻŎƪ Ψƴ Ǌƻƭƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

10:00 am opening.  Kudos extended to everyone who participated and contributed in so many ways. 

Thank you all for the tremendous efforts expended by each of you.  AGAIN, special thanks to our Show 

Chairs:  Jay Presbie, Julia Massolin-Walas, Collene Dudda, Lori Macgowan, Alan Stauch, Cynthia 

Cooper, & Jeannine Brinkerhoff!  Our success is a direct correlation to your work/fun.  By the way, NSOS 

made some money as well.  (More specifics can be attained by members who wish to contact our 

Treasurer, Tom Mierzejewski . tommajeski@comcast.net.) 

In addition to our incredible turnout, NSOS gained 23 new members during and since October 25.  

Please join me in extending a very  warm welcome to David and Janet Eveleth (Unionville); Harriet Katz 

and Margaret Kunkel (West Hartford); Tony & Vivian Allaire (Salem);  Joan Russak and son, Jeff 

Trzeinski (South Windsor);  Robert & Diana Hirnyk (Simsbury);  Hedy & Agnes Jarvis (Portland);  Ted 

Zamosjski and Claudia Helfgott (New Britain);  Wendy Stokes (Middletown);  Catherine Scheckton 

(Canton);  Steve Goldstein (Noank);  Maureen Heimgartner (Wethersfield);  Diane Szeber (Glastonbury);  

Rocco Basilica (Colchester); Susan Rohback (Farmington); and John & Suzanne Newton (West 

{ƛƳǎōǳǊȅύΦ Iƻǿ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΗΗ  !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΧΦǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 

enthusiasm, NSOS had 66 attendees at our Novemer 2nd Meeting!  Our speaker, Ron Burch, certainly 

helped create community interest with his terrific presentation on Cypripediums as well.  Keeping up 

this growth momentum will be the challenge of 2010!    

NSOS did indeed participate in the Ocean State Orchid Society Show in Cranston, RI on November 19-22.  

Thanks to Sandy Myhalik, Tom Mierzejewski and John Sziklas                                       for assisting with 

set-up and/or take down.  NSOS/OSOS Show results are noted later in the Newsletter.  We had 22 plant 

entries and garnished 9 ribbons and 2 rosettes.  Great showing for such tough competition!  This AOS 

judged show had 6 flower vendors and 7 sister Societies each displaying their best.  Our presence was 

most appreciated! 



 

 

Looking  forward to a very special December 7th meeting to be held again at the Farmington Community 

& Senior Center.  There will be No Show Table..  Our evening will be mostly social.  Bring your 

spouses/significant others or friends and come join us.  Following  the NSOS 2010 elections,  there will 

be lots of food and a fantastic mini auction for your bidding fun and early Holiday Shopping!  BYOB!  

Please remember to bring your favorite appetizer, dessert, etc to share with members.  NSOS will 

provide chili for the hearty! 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING to ALL! 

Jeanne 

   

 

 

 

   

 



 

 

      

NUTMEG STATE ORCHID SOCIETY MENTOR LIST 2009 

 

Ron Burch 

 

Cypripediums Native 

orchids 

860-567-0431 

 
ronjonb@aol.com 

Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Walter Doehr 

Cymbidiums, Phals., 

Growing under lights 

 Hydroponics 

203-634-7712 johndeered@att.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Joe Hertz 

Under lights and 

Windowsill  growing 

All species 

860-233-5505 jhertz1015@aol.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime  

Julia Massolin-

Walas 

All  species,  

Hydroponics 

Pests & diseases, 

Mounting/Repotting 

Dividing 

 

860-673-3578 orchidjulia@hotmail.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Jeanne 

McDermott 

Windowsill growing: 

Phals, Paphs, 

Brassia, Oncidiums, 

Cymbidiums,  

Miltoniopsis & mixed 

genera 

860-677-5381 jtmcdermott@comcast.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Jay Presbie 
Growing under lights 

All species 
860-651-3155 jpresbie@sprintmail.com 

Call/e-mail 

anytime 

John Sziklas 

Paphiopedilums 

Phragmepediums 

Cattleyas 

860-658-2908  
Call 

anytime 

 

Sandy Myhalik 

 

Phalaenopsis 

 

860-677-0504 

 

myhalik@comcast.net 
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NSOS now has a mentor list and would like to add more folks going forward.  We are looking for people 

that are willing to answer questions on something that you are familiar with pertaining to orchids. You do 

not have to be an expert, just able to help someone who has a question in your area of knowledge. We all 

have areas that we feel comfortable in that would be of great assistance to someone just starting out. If 

you wish to be added to our NSOS Mentor List, please send me a note:  johndeered@att.net 

   

BUSINESS MEETING 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President, Jeanne McDermott. We had to have our meeting 

over & the room cleaned up by 9 pm as the library closes at that time.  There were 66 attendees at our 

meeting, many of which were new members. The new members were introduced and welcomed into our 

Society. Jeanne explained how our meetings were run. This monthôs meeting was held at the Farmington 

Library due to the Senior Center being setup for the elections the next day. Jeanne presented the result of 

our NSOS show that we had just completed  and with great success. We were told that as of this meeting 

NSOS has 80 members (84 as of today). Tom went over the finances for the show explaining what our 

expenses & income were.  

Special acknowledgement was extended to Jay, Lori, Alan, Julia, Colleen, Walter, Harriet, Cynthia, 

Jeannine & Tom. I want to also thank Jeanne for her tireless work on the show. I also want to thank 

everyone who might have not been mentioned.  Without  the help from all involved, this show would not 

have been as big a success as it was. 

NSOS has committed to participate in the Ocean State Orchid Society Show on November 19 ï 22, 2009. 

Anyone that has orchids in bloom is asked to let Jeanne know so we can include them in our display. 

December 7, 2009 will be the NSOS mini auction & Holiday party. This will be potluck and a BYOB.  

The Society will provide coffee, soda, water, plates, cups, utensils, and napkins.  

Tom presented the upcoming proposed slate of officer to be voted on at the December 7
th
 meeting: 

President  - Ron Burch 

Vice President  - Sandy Myhalik & Jeanne McDermott 

Treasurer  - Alan Stauch 

Secretary  - Walter & Harriet Doehr 

Directors  - Jay Presbie & Julia Massolin-Walas 

mailto:johndeered@att.net


 

 

If anyone else is interested,  nominations from  the floor will be possible.  

   

Speaker 

Grow Orchids Year Round In New England  

We had the privilege of having Ron Burch from 

Gardens at Post Hill for our speaker. Ron raises 

Cypripediums and said that they grow in 

temperate areas. They get very large in the 

garden and get very showy There are 45 species 

of which 14 are in the US. The 1st hybrids were registered in 1987. The 

Cypripediums require at least 2 hours of full morning or afternoon 

sun with dappled sun for the rest of the day. If they are allowed to 

grow in full sun it will kill them. The growing area must be free 

draining, Soilmaster is one of the mediums Ron uses. The bed 

should be dug out to 4ò deep. They may also be grown in mesh 

pots. During the winter they are 

covered with leaf litter to help 

protect them.  

 

  

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

 
 
November 19 -22, 2009 ï the Ocean State Orchid Society 5

th
 Show and Sale, at Garden City Center, 180 

Hillside Road, Cranston, RI.  Theme:  ñAn Ocean of Orchidò.  NSOS will be exhibiting!  

 

December 7, 2009- NSOS Meeting: "Holiday Party, Electio ns & Mini Auction" .  Celebrate the holidays and 

welcome our new Board of Directors by sharing your favorite dish and orchids with friends and family.  

 

January 11, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: 

 

January 22ï24, 2010 - CAIOS Show - entitled "Orchid Harbor" to be held at the Resort & Conference Center 

at Hyannis. 

 

February 1, 2010 - NSOS Meeting:  ñGrowing Orchids in Hydroponics-Phase I and II!ò  Jeree 

Harms and his wife, Arlene Macallister  from Creative Hydroponics, Hillsborough, NJ. 

 

February 6, 2010 ï CHS Symposium, Spring into the Garden, Portland High School. 

 

March 1, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: 

 

March 27, 2010 - Master Gardnerôs Symposium at Manchester Community College.  NSOS will have 

a membership exhibit. 

 

April 5, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: 

 

May 3, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: 

 

June 7, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: 

 

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm ï 9 pm the first Monday of 

each month unless otherwise posted above or on our website. 

            

   

                               

 



 

 

           TREASURERôS REPORT 

NSOS financial data is available to members upon request.  Send your inquiries to our Treasurer, 

Tom Mierzejewski:  tommajeski@comcast.net . 

   

    

         Advertising in our NSOS Newsletter 
Advertising is now open to members and businesses.  The following rates apply:  $10/month business card size ad.   ¼ 

page $25, ½ page $50. Members would get $5 & $10 off these rates respectively. A four line word ad for members would 

be $2.  Contact Walter Doehr if interested and send your check to Tom Mierzejewski, our Treasurer. 

   

Refreshments :   It is requested that for the December meeting  all members bring an appetizer, finger 

food, or dessert to share with members.  This is our Holiday Party and Elections!  Thanks in advance for 

your contributions!      
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NSOS SHOW 

On October 25,  NSOS had our first orchid show. We arrived at the Pond House at Elizabeth Park at 7:30 

am to start our setup which had to be completed  by 10am. Everyone pitched  in to complete the set up in 

record time.  The vendors arrived with excellent supplies as well as a great choice of plants in bloom for 

the public to purchase. 

The show opened at 10 am. We had a steady flow of visitors throughout the day. We had over 500 attend 

the show. NSOS  had 19 new members join or society.  

                                               

                                                                                 Setup 

 



 

 

                                                    

                                                                                                 NSOS  Display                          

                                              

                                                                                              Visitors during Show 

 

                                     

                     

                                     



 

 

 

                                         

                     

 

                                         

 

                                     



 

 

     

                                    

  SHOW TABLE ï November 2nd 

GROWER PLANT NAME  TYPE  CROSS TEMP GROWN 
       

Jeanne McDermott Sogo Firework óOrange 

Delightô AQ/AOS 

Phal. Mericlone  W W 

       

 Wellesleyanum Paph. godfroyae 

óHaroldô 

concolor 

óWaltersô 

HCC/AOS 

W W 

       

 Liparis Condylobulbon    W W 

       

 Living Fire  Phrag. Sorcererôs 

Apprentice 

bessae W W 

       

 Hsinying Quatal Paph. via Quatal Candy Apple W W 

       

John Sziklas Dollgoldi Paph. rothashildianum armeniacum I  G 

       

  Paph. rothashildianum onyx I  G 

       

 Colorkuli  Paph. concolor sukkakuli  I  G 

       

 Rococco Blc Branford E. 

Fisher óRococcoô 

AM/AOS 

Spring Dawn I  G 

       

 George King 

óSerendipity AM/AOS 

Blc   I  G 

       

Ted Zamojski Pluchra Phal.   I  W 

       

 Albion  Paph.   I  L  

       

Walter Doehr Liuôs Fantasy 

óSweetheartô 

Phal. Be Glad Timothy 

Christopher 

I  L  

       

 Timothy Christopher  Phal. Cassandra amabills I  L  

       

 Ing. Harriet Louise Cymb.   I  L  

       

       

       

       

       

 

 

 

      



 

 

                                                

                                                Phal. Liu's Fantasy                                                                          Phal.  Timothy Christopher 

 

 

                                                             

                                               Cymb. ign. Harriet Louise                                                                  Phrag. Living Fire                            

                                   

                                                            

                                              Liparis Condylobulbon                                                                             Phal.  Sogo Firework 


