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The President‘s Message:      

     

                                                                                                                                      

Dear Members,  

Our January meeting was held as a Town Hall in order to share plans with members in order to seek 

feedback, and to hear what kinds of topics and activities members would like to see included.  We gained 

three new members:  John Cavo, who joins Lynn, Lorri Lennon, and John Tournier – WELCOME!  

NSOS is now 88 members strong.  The membership agreed that NSOS will hold another show.  Jay 

Presbie has agreed to be Show Chairman again – thank you!  Several members expressed interest in 

helping plan the show.  You will be contacted soon.  Potential venues are being sought out for this Fall or 

next Spring.  A dinner and auction was also discussed and received interest.  The timing of this event will 

depend upon what season the show will be held.  Again, those who expressed an interest to help with the 

planning and organization will be contacted. 

NSOS will have an exhibit at the Amherst MA show on Feb 20 and 21.  Jeanne McDermott and Tom 

Mierzejewski agreed to coordinate collection of plants at their home on Thursday the 18
th

 since they will 

be taken to the show sight to set up on Friday.  Plants should be entered into the show – please let Jeanne 

or me know if you will plan to enter plants so that we can provide you with the forms you will need to 

enter your plants – we will be happy to help anyone who has not completed these forms in the past.  We 

need volunteers to help set up the plants and to take them down.  Please let Jeanne or me know if you are 

available for the Friday or Sunday. 

NSOS is planning for a variety of activities outside of our normal monthly meetings.  These will include 

field trips to Gardens at Post Hill to see the Cypripediums in bloom and  J&L Orchids for their summer 

lectures and sale as well as our annual picnic.  The conservation committee will become organized – 

thank you to those who expressed interest, we will meet soon to discuss our ideas – and will host easy 

hikes to see wild orchids in bloom.  Another possible outing may be to an AOS judging session in 

Elmsford – these are extraordinarily informative if you have never done it.   

Much interest was expressed to include workshops at our meetings to see methods such as potting 

techniques, flower hybridization, deflasking seedlings, and others.  We will discuss how to incorporate 

these into the schedule. 

As you can see, the members of NSOS have a lot of energy and desire to see and learn everything they 

can about orchids!  We will kick off many of these activities in the coming months, so stay tuned!  In the 



meantime, we look forward to seeing everyone at our February meeting to hear Jeree Harms and Arlene 

Macallister discuss how they use hydroponics techniques to grow many orchids. 

 

Happy Orchiding! 

 

Ron Burch                    

 

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                       

                          Ludisia Discolar                                                   Dtps. Champion Lightning ‘Splash 

                     Grown By Jeanne McDermott                                            Grown By Jeanne McDermott 

                       

                                  Paph. Fanaticum                                                                Blc Unknown  

                            Grown By John Sziklas                                                Grown By Rocco Besilica 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                            

                                    Paph. Philippinense                                                        Green Fantasy 

                                Grown By Alan Stauch                                                 Grown By John Sziklas 

                             

                           aƛƭǘŀǎǎƛŀ wƻȅŀƭ wƻōŜ ΨWŜǊǊȅΩǎ ǇƛŎƪΩ                              Bpl DƻƭŘŜƴ tŜŀŎƻŎƪ Ψ!ǎƛŀΩ 

                              Grown By Rocco Basilica                                   Grown By Ginna Plude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                               

                            Slc Mem Alvin Beggmen                                              Paph. Spicerianum 

                              Grown By Ginna Plude                                        Grown By Steve Calderon 

 

                           
                         Den. Burana Green Stal                                          Den. Kingianum ‗Dark 

                            Grown By Sandy Myhalik                                      Grown By Herbert Begley 



                                    

  SHOW TABLE   
GROWER PLANT NAME TYPE  CROSS TEMP GROWN 
       

Jeanne McDermott Champion Lightning 

‗Splash 

Dtps.   W W 

       

 Ludisia discolar         W W 

       

 Indocidium Popcorn 

‗Haruri‘ 

   W W 

       

Herbert Begley Kingianum ‗Dark‘ Den.   I L 

       

Sandy Myhalik Burana Green Stal Den.   W L,W 

       

Steve Calderon Spicerianum Paph.   W L,W 

       

 Cora  Spotier x Machi Stardust Tree x 

Kerry Annt 

I W 

       

John Sziklas Green Fantasy    I G 

       

 Fanaticum Phap. Meciauthum 

Suzanne 

(AM/AOS) 

Malipoense I G 

       

 Copper Queen Blc.   I G 

       

       

Alan Stauch Philippinense Paph. Philippinense 

‗Angel Wing‘ 

(HCC/AOS) 

Philippinese 

‗Easter Parade‘ 

(HCC/AOS) 

I W 

       

 Aladin Paph.   I W 

       

Ginna Plude Mem. Alvin Beggman Slc   I W 

       

 Golden Peacock ‗Asia Bpl. Bl. Richard 

Mueller 

Epi. vitellinum I W 

       

 Ven. Corona ‗Green 

Genii‘ 

Blc. Lc. Brazilian 

Treasure 

Blc. Magic 

Meadows 

I W 

       

Rocco Basilica Royal Robe ‗Jerry‘s 

Pick‘ 

Milt.   I W 

       

 Unknown Blc.   I W 

       

 Momilani Rainbow ‗ 

The Gypsy‘ 

Blc   I W 



NUTMEG STATE ORCHID SOCIETY MENTOR LIST 

2010 

 

Ron Burch 

 

Cypripediums Native 

orchids 

860-567-0431 

 
ronjonb@aol.com 

Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Walter Doehr 

Cymbidiums, Phals., 

Growing under lights 

 Hydroponics 

203-634-7712 johndeered@att.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Joe Hertz 

Under lights and 

Windowsill  growing 

All species 

860-233-5505 jhertz1015@aol.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime  

Julia Massolin-

Walas 

All  species,  

Hydroponics 

Pests & diseases, 

Mounting/Repotting 

Dividing 

 

860-673-3578 orchidjulia@hotmail.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Jeanne 

McDermott 

Windowsill growing: 

Phals, Paphs, Brassia, 

Oncidiums, 

Cymbidiums,  

Miltoniopsis & mixed 

genera 

860-677-5381 jtmcdermott@comcast.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

 

Sandy Myhalik 

 

Phalaenopsis 

 

860-677-0504 

 

myhalik@comcast.net 

 

 

Jay Presbie 

Growing under lights 

All species 

860-651-3155 jpresbie@sprintmail.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

John Sziklas 

Paphiopedilums 

Phragmepediums 

Cattleyas 

860-658-2908  
Call 

anytime 

     

     

mailto:johndeered@att.net
mailto:jtmcdermott@comcast.net
http://us.mc838.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=myhalik@comcast.net


    

NSOS now has a mentor list and would like to add more folks going forward.  We are looking for people 

that are willing to answer questions on something that you are familiar with pertaining to orchids. You do 

not have to be an expert, just able to help someone who has a question in your area of knowledge. We all 

have areas that we feel comfortable in that would be of great assistance to someone just starting out. If 

you wish to be added to our NSOS Mentor List, please send me a note:  johndeered@att.net 

   

BUSINESS MEETING 

The Meeting was called to order by President Ron Burch @ 

7:20pm. Tonights meeting is going to be a town meeting. We 

discussed the mission statement of the NSOS and we will be 

looking into field trips with the possibility of saving orchids 

on land to be developed. Orchids can be moved on private 

land with the owners written permission. Ron Burch has a 

place to put any orchids that are rescued. 

A discussion was held about a possibility of a second show. 

There also was a discussion on possibility of having a dinner 

auction.  Since the meeting there has been a lot of things going on behind the scenes, everyone will be 

brought up to speed on the show. There was also was a discussion on possibility of donating a portion of 

our proceeds to a local charity, no decision was made. 

April was decided that NSOS will have a repotting clinic. 

We also decided that we would not have a meeting in June, but instead we would have two excursions. 

The first one will be to Ron Burch‘s to view his Cypripediums in blossom, this will be on June 5, 2010. 

The second excursion will be to J&L orchids, they will be having a three day sale with three seminars. 

They will provide food and we will provide our own drinks. It has not been decided if we will rent a bus 

or if we will car pool. The date for this will be June 27, 2010. 

The summer picnic will be July 24, 2010 at the home of Sandy 

Myhalik & Steve Calderon. The society will provide the meat with 

the members bringing a dish. The Rain date will be July 25, 2010. 

It was decided that NSOS will participate in the Amherst show. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm The show table was then 

reviewed by Ron Burch. 

 

mailto:johndeered@att.net


Next Meeting -- February 1: Growing Orchids/Plants with Hydroponics -Phase I & II  

 
Jeree Harms grew up on a farm in the Midwest and has worked with 
plants for most of his life. His experience ranges from growing plants in 
the tropics to creating exotic orchid arrangements for exclusive corporate 
clients. 
His career began with a small plant store in 1973 in Chicago. His 
business grew from those humble beginnings into a plant service 
company that provided plants to over 400 corporate clients. After selling 
that business he began focusing his attention on growing hydroponic 
plants at his nursery in south Florida. The plants ranged in size from 
small table top gardens to the tall trees you see in hotels and shopping 
malls.  The benefits of growing hydroponically was clear. Ten years ago 
he began experimenting with orchids and hydroponics.  
Jeree now owns and operates an Internet company that teaches people 
how to grow orchids and other houseplants hydroponically.   
 

 
NOTE: If you wish to preorder to save on S&H charges please go to 
www.creativehydroponics.com  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 February 1, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: ―Growing Orchids in Hydroponics-Phase I and II!‖ Jeree Harms 

and  Arlene Macallister from Creative Hydroponics, Hillsborough, NJ.   How to grow healthy orchids/plants 

without worrying about under or over watering!  Supplies will be for sale.  

February 6, 2010 – CHS Symposium,  ―Spring into the Garden‖, Portland High School.   

February 6, 2010 - Northeast AOS Judging Center-Boylston, Tower Hill Garden, 11 French Drive, Boylston, 

MA.  Contact Robert Winkley, 80 Florida St., Unit 9, Dorchester, MA  02124  

February 12-14, 2010 - New Hampshire Orchid Society Show  - Friday February 12 - 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm; 

Saturday February 13 - 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; Sunday February 14 - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Radisson Hotel, Nashua, NH; just off 

US Rt. 3 at exit 1 -- http://www.nhorchids.org 

February 16—21, 2010 -  Connecticut Flower & Garden Show: The Spice of Life  The 29th annual show is 

sponsored by Federated Garden Clubs of Connecticut,  The show is held at the Connecticut  Convention Center, Hartford, CT . 

Open Thursday—Saturday. 10:00 AM—8:00 PM and Sunday. 10:00 AM—6:00 PM 

February 27—March 7, 2010 -  Pennsylvania Flower Show: Passport to the World, sponsored by the 

Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, the show is held at the Pennsylvania  Convention Center, Philadelphia, PA.  Monday --- 

Friday 10:00 AM—9:30 PM, Saturday  8:00— 9:30 PM, Sunday 8;00—6:00 PM. 

March 1, 2010 - NSOS Meeting:  ―The Amazing World of Paphs and Phrags!‖- Helen Hersh, owner of 

Mount Prospect Orchids will show us how to take care of your indoor collection  

 

http://www.nhorchids.org/


March 26 – 28 , 2010 – Longwood Gardens International Orchid Show & Sale – Sponsored by the 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Orchid Society. Dinner Dance March 27 ―Dancing Among the Orchids‖.  

March 27, 2010 - Master Gardner‘s Symposium at Manchester Community College. NSOS will have a 

membership exhibit.  

April 5, 2010 - NSOS Meeting:  TBA  

May 3, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: "How to Grow any Orchid Successfully" - Ron Midgett, owner of New Earth 

Orchids will show us different growing methods for your favorite orchids.  

June 7, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: TBA  

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm – 9 pm the first Monday of each month 

unless otherwise posted above or on our website.            

Due to renovations at the Hampton Inn, the Northeast Judging Center will meet at the Westchester 

Marriot, 670 White Plains Road, Tarrytown (it is one block away from the Hampton Inn) the 3
rd

 Saturday 

of January, February and March. 

  

For any further information, contact Rita Cohen at 516-374-6426 or orchart@optonline.net 

  
 

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm – 9 pm the first Monday of 

each month unless otherwise posted above or on our website.          

     

                               

 

           TREASURER‘S REPORT 

NSOS financial data is available to members upon request.  Send your inquiries to our Treasurer, 

Tom Mierzejewski:  tommajeski@comcast.net .   

    

         Advertising in our NSOS Newsletter 
Advertising is now open to members and businesses.  The following rates apply:  $10/month 

business card size ad.   ¼ page $25, ½ page $50. Members would get $5 & $10 off these rates 

respectively. A four line word ad for members would be $2.  Contact Walter Doehr if interested and 

send your check to Tom Mierzejewski, our Treasurer. 

Refreshments :  It is requested that for the September meeting, those members with last names 

beginning with A thru M bring in a snack or finger food to share with members.  Thanks in advance for 

your contributions!        

mailto:tommajeski@comcast.net


 
                                                
                                               

  

                                                                                                            

                                                                                    

Monthly Checklist for January and February 

 Cattleya 

Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as will potting. Be on the lookout for senescing sheaths on your 

winter-into-spring bloomers. Careful removal of the dying sheaths will still allow buds to develop without the 

danger of condensation-induced rot. Low light will lead to weak spikes, so, and as noted above, staking is 

critical. If you have a chance to get out to nurseries, there may still be a chance to acquire good plants in sheath 

for spring bloom. Getting them now not only ensures that you'll have them, but allows them to acclimate to 

your conditions and bloom at their best. 

 Cymbidium 

We are well into the flowering season now. Outdoor growers should be cautious of freezing temperatures. 

Damage starts to occur below 30 F. Be diligent about tying the inflorescences for best arrangement of the 

flowers. Also watch closely for slugs and snails. If weather is quite wet, protect the plants from the rain and 

this will help to reduce the risk of botrytis spotting. 

 Lycaste 

The most glorious of all orchids, Lycaste, will be moving toward their flowering season. Make sure the palm-

like leaves do not interfere with the emerging inflorescences. Tying them loosely together often is helpful. 

Some growers cut the leaves off at the pseudobulb, but this removes part of the attractiveness of this elegant 



orchid. Resist picking up the plant to inspect those beautiful buds and then setting it down in all different 

directions as the flower buds will be forced to re-orient themselves to the light source each time and will not 

open as nicely as they should. Keep plants a little drier during the shorter days.  

 Odontoglossums 

Odontoglossums and their intergeneric hybrids offer a great splash of color now. Though once thought of as 

being difficult to grow and requiring cool temperatures due to the emphasis on odontoglossum breeding, the 

new intergeneric hybrids made using Oncidium and Brassia, for example, are just the opposite. These plants 

are quite content in more intermediate conditions. New growths generally emerge in the spring, later forming 

beautiful plump pseudobulbs. Look for the flower spikes to emerge from the inner sheath of the pseudobulb. If 

your plant's pseudobulbs are shriveled, then the plants have been kept too dry or too wet. Inspect the roots to 

determine which condition prevailed. If the lead pseudobulb is large, plump and green (and back bulbs are 

shriveled) but no flower spike is evident, the plants may have been kept too dry.  

 Paphiopedilum 

The standard Paphiopedilum insigne-derived hybrids, which are called "bull dogs" and "toads," are at their 

peak. Unlike most other orchids, they can even be potted while in bud. There really is no wrong time to pot a 

paphiopedilum, and no other orchid responds so favorably to fresh mix and a cleanup. Keep an eye on watering 

until roots begin to grow. 

 Phalaenopsis 

Now is the peak of spike development, with the first plants in full flower. Staking and plant preparation is a 

must for those all-important spring shows. Correct staking now will give a better display and also make it 

much easier to transport to your society meetings and shows. Care with watering is vital to avoid mechanical 

damage to the flowers, as well as rot-related problems. Keep spent blooms cleaned up to avoid botrytis 

inoculation. Do not repot this month. Now you'll be seeing lots of phalaenopsis at orchid shows and sales.  

 Zygopetalum 

For the most part, the flowering season will have ended for this group, providing the grower a chance to do 

some repotting. The plants will then have a chance to become well established before the hotter months of 

summer arrive. Most growers use bark mixes, but some exceptional results have been seen lately using rock-

wool blends. You may want to try this mix, but do not change your whole collection over to this new media 

until you are sure it is right for you. First, experiment with a few plants to see how they respond. 

 The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay. 

 

 



The First Five of the Ten "Uncommonest"  
Questions Asked About Phalaenopsis  

Q. 

My phalaenopis has a bloom spike arising out of the apical crown of the plant. What effect will this have on future flowering? 

A. 

Probably this means that your plant has reached full maturity, and it will cease to grow and flower after this spike is finished. 

However, we've seen some plants resume growth, and thenceforth act in a normal manner. Some say this atypical flowering 

results from too much light; others blame insecticides, especially the systemics. A plant that does not resume normal growth will 

usually throw one or more new plants or "keikis: from the base of the plant, so don't throw it away. Until it does produce new plants, 

continue to treat it in a normal manner. 

 

Q.  

My phalaenopsis plant has grown quite tall. How can I "top" it? 

A. 

Select where you will cut the plant by examining it carefully, and determining a point where the cut will leave the top half with an 

ample root system to sustain it until it becomes established. You can remove the bottom part and repot it, or leave it "as is". To pot 

the top, be sure to cut off any leaves that will be below the potting media, and of course, use only a sterile knife. Remove any 

flower spikes to force growth energy into the division. Seal all wounds and cuts with a tree-seal paint. Withhold water from the 

bottom half for a few days to allow the injured roots to heal. Then keep it slightly on the dry side until one or more "keikis" appear - 

from one to six months. They can be removed when the roots are one to two inches long. As long as the bottom half remains alive, 

it will continue to produce, perhaps as many as six or more "keikis". You can give slightly more water than is usual to the top half 

until it is well established. 

Q. 

When buying phalaenopsis seedlings, what kind of shape and color should I look for in the leaves and root tips to assure fine 

flowers? 

A. 

We know of no correlation between flower shape and size, and the shape of the leaves or color of the root tips. On our bench of 

stud and award plants, you can find every type of leaf shape: pointed, rounded, long, short, etc. Certainly, in buying seedlings with 

color expectancy, you'll want a plant with some pigmentation in the leaves and/or root tips. But again, there doesn't seem to be any 

correlation between the amount of color visible in the plant, and the intensity of color in the flowers. From our experience, the only 

assurance of fine progeny comes from the use of fine parents. Of course, there is no hard-and-fast guarantee of success but the 

odds are in your favor. 

 



Q. 

My phalaenopsis plant grows quite well, but doesn't bloom. Why? 

A. 

One reason could be too high temperature. We find that phalaenopsis flower quite well at 62 degrees F. If you are growing the 

plants indoors, artificial lights nearby might cause long days and thus inhibit flowering. If the plants seem to be growing well, water 

and fertilizer applied as directed, temperature ideal, and still no flowers, then not enough light is probably the answer. Gradually 

increase the light intensity until you have about 1000 to 1500 footcandles, or roughly all the light the plants can take without 

burning. If growing in the home, move the plants to a nice, bright windowsill that receives an hour or two of direct sun in the very 

early morning or late afternoon. 

 

Q. 

My pahalaenopsis never quits blooming, and is badly in need of repotting. What should I do? 

A. 

Repot it - now! We repot year round as the plants need it. If the plant is healthy and robust, you can leave the spike on. If, on the 

other hand, the plant is a seedling, is weak, has a poor root system, or if you are apt to damage a goodly number of roots in 

repotting, then sacrifice the spike to force growth energy into the plant. 

 

 

 
 

                                        
 
                      

  
  

  



The Second Five of the Ten "Uncommonest"  
Questions Asked About Phalaenopsis  
 

Q. 

I seem to get a lot of crown rot in my Phalaenopsis. What can I do? 

A. 

Prevention is the best answer. Always water your plants before noon, or so the plants are dry before the falling temperature in 

the evening. Keeping your plants slanted or at an angle make help keep water drained out of the crown. A regular spray 

program - especially in hot, humid areas - with a good fungicide will pay off.  

 

Q.  

The buds on my phalaenopsis spikes open at funny angles, spoiling the spray arrangement for show and award purposes. 

Why? 

A. 

Once the buds start to form on the spike, and after staking up the spike, leave the plant absolutely alone in that position. 

Phalaenopsis spikes (as with most flowers) tend to draw toward the light; the buds will twist and turn back toward the light each 

time the plant is moved, thus spoiling the arrangement 

 

Q. 

I'm having trouble getting "takes" when trying to make Phalaenopsis hybrids. Many times the ovary stays green, starts to swell, 

then turns yellow and falls off. Or, I may get a seed pod, but when I sow the seed, get no germination. Can you help? 

A. 

Many of today's so-called "novelty crosses" are triploids, or have very unusual or dissimilar chromosome numbers. After 

pollination, hormones produced when pollen is introduced onto the stigmatic surface may start the ovary ripening. However, 

when fertilization fails to occur, the hormone process stops, and the ovary (old flower stem) turns yellow and falls off. We've 

found too, when crossing a small flower with a large one, pollen tubes produced by pollen from the small flower just aren't able 

to grow long enough to reach the ovules in the large flower. We always use pollen from from the larger flower onto the smaller 

flower. Another interesting point: after almost giving up trying to hybridize with certain plants over a long period of time, all of a 

sudden they seem to breed with almost anything - a kind of "puberty" some have suggested. We, and others, have used 

triploids successfully in breeding, so don't give up, although it may take many, many attempts. Dr. Sagawa has suggested that 

in certain complex hybrids many or most of the embryos may be dead by the time the seed pod matures. For this reason we use 

only green-pod or embryo culture methods, and take the pods about 120 days after pollination. 

 



Q. 

I've heard that there's a lot of unexplored territory in breeding phalaenopsis, especially with some of the species. Where should I 

start? 

A. 

First you might start by looking in Sander's List of Orchid Hybrids (AQ plus, RHS New Orchid Hybrids) to see what species have 

been used, and what ones have not. Once you find a little used species you would like to breed with, make certain you are, in 

fact, using that speciesé You'll probably have to grow 100 or more seedlings along in order to see a fairly accurate cross-

section, but with good care, you should see most bloom within three years. You might also check catalogs, Orchids magazine 

articles, and contact hybridizerséto get more information on what has been done, and get some tips as to where to proceed. 

 

Q. 

How can we assure a good phalaenopsis crop for a certain holiday or show? 

A. 

Dr. Rotor, in Withner's book The Orchids, reports that short days and/or low temperatures induce flower initiation. He used Phal. 

amabilis, Phal. schilleriana and Phal. schilleriana hybrids with short days (black cloth) and a low temperature of 65° F. Long days 

(artificial lighting) delayed flowering. We've never experimented with black cloth or lights, but get continuous, year round spike 

initiation, we believe because of our cool (60°-62°F) night-time greenhouse temperatures. We are currently running a series of 

tests to determine the optimum low temperatures for spike initiation and how long it takes a plant to initiate a spike at that 

temperature. We feel that by using black cloth to delay flowering until a specific time - if for an extended time - would be 

detrimental to the plant's vigor, and possibly cut down on subsequent flowering. 

 

 

George P. Woodward, Jr. (Santa Cruz, CA) 

reprinted from the American Orchid Society Bulletin - March 1968 
 

 Copyright 2008 American Orchid Society. All rights reserved  
 

http://www.aos.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=AQ_Plus&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=6874
http://www.rhs.org.uk/Learning/publications/pubs_journals_orchid_hybrid.asp
http://www.aos.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Orchid_Resources1&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=5027


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


