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The President’s Message:      

                                                                                                                                          

Dear Members,  

Amazing, but this will be my last President’s Message.  Within days, I will pass the NSOS Presidency 

baton to a much respected and highly capable orchidist, Ron Burch.  CONGRATULATIONS are 

extended to the entire new Board of Directors:  Ron Burch, President;  Sandy Myhalik, Co-Vice 

President;  Tom Mierzejewski, Treasurer;  Walter Doehr, Secretary;   Jay Presbie, Director;  and 

Robert Hirnyk, Director.  I will remain on the Board as Co-VP with Sandy!  The year ahead will be an 

exciting challenge for us to meet the many needs of our growing Society which is now 85 members 

strong!  Please join me in welcoming our 85
th

 member, Bonnie Potz from East Hartford.  Bonnie noted 

on her recent application that  “I was so impressed with the Show at the Pond House that I want to join 

NSOS!”  WELCOME!! 

Our Holiday Party and Mini Auction on December 7
th

 was a huge success!  Forty five members and 

guests purchased 45 plants and other silent auction items which yielded $1026 for NSOS.  KUDOS to 

Jay Presbie, who single handedly held our interests as our auctioneer!  He   brought insight and humor 

along with his valued descriptions of the orchids. Every donated plant was sold!   Our thanks go out to our 

generous vendors who, without their contributions, our fundraiser would not have been possible.  These 

include J&L Orchids, A&P Orchids, Piping Rock Orchids, the orchidPhile, Mt. Prospect Orchids, Kelly’s 

Korner Orchid Supplies, rePotme.com, Sunset Valley Orchids, Marlow Orchids and the Pond House 

Café.  Salutations also go to Belle Ribicoff, Sandy Myhalik/Steve Calderon, Bonnie McLachlan, Tom 

Mierzejewski, and Walter & Harriet Doehr for their contributions to the auction.  It was a great way to 

begin the Holiday Season…with a smile, a new orchid, and a vibrant organization with many friends, 

some you just haven’t met yet!! 

Lots are in the works for the New Year.  An NSOS Board Meeting will occur before our next January 11
th

 

get together to begin the goal setting process for the upcoming year.  I am so privileged to not only be the 

Founding and Ex President, but will remain on the Board as a voting member!  Please allow me the 

opportunity to thank all of the founding NSOS Board members for their fortitude, knowledge, 

perseverance and overall volunteerism to help form the best Orchid Society in the Greater 

Hartford/Farmington Valley area.  Your individual efforts are so appreciated.  THANK YOU Julia 

Massolin-Walas, Tom Mierzejewski, Walter Doehr, Jay Presbie, and Joe Hertz.  Together we have 

created an exciting entity dedicated to a shared communal passion.  I sincerely thank all of you for each of 



your many and varied contributions!  Let’s continue to work collectively to support the new NSOS Board 

of Directors to help nourish and provide an exciting learning experience for all of our members as we go 

forward into 2010. 

Happy New Year Everyone and Thank You All for such a rewarding experience!         Jeanne 

 

 

 

EVERYONE HAD A GOOD TIME 

                     

                       

 



                         

 

                          

 

                          

 



                

 

 

 

 

 

Next NSOS Meeting:  January 11, 2010 

  

Due to the illness and unavailability of our planned January speaker, a "Town Hall Meeting" will take 

place with our new NSOS Board of Directors on January 11th.   Discussion, exploration and wishful 

thinking will collectively chart our course forward.  Chili and corn spoonbread will be served!  Bring your 

ideas, and of course your "Bloomers" for our special Show Table.  See you at the Farmington Community 

& Senior Center on 1/11/10 at 7 p.m.   All other goodies are welcomed! 
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Ron Burch 

 

Cypripediums Native 

orchids 

860-567-0431 

 
ronjonb@aol.com 

Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Walter Doehr 

Cymbidiums, Phals., 

Growing under lights 

 Hydroponics 

203-634-7712 johndeered@att.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Joe Hertz 

Under lights and 

Windowsill  growing 

All species 

860-233-5505 jhertz1015@aol.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime  

Julia Massolin-

Walas 

All  species,  

Hydroponics 

Pests & diseases, 

Mounting/Repotting 

Dividing 

 

860-673-3578 orchidjulia@hotmail.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Jeanne 

McDermott 

Windowsill growing: 

Phals, Paphs, Brassia, 

Oncidiums, 

Cymbidiums,  

Miltoniopsis & mixed 

genera 

860-677-5381 jtmcdermott@comcast.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

 

Sandy Myhalik 

 

Phalaenopsis 

 

860-677-0504 

 

myhalik@comcast.net 

 

 

Jay Presbie 

Growing under lights 

All species 

860-651-3155 jpresbie@sprintmail.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

John Sziklas 

Paphiopedilums 

Phragmepediums 

Cattleyas 

860-658-2908  
Call 

anytime 
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NSOS now has a mentor list and would like to add more folks going forward.  We are looking for people 

that are willing to answer questions on something that you are familiar with pertaining to orchids. You do 

not have to be an expert, just able to help someone who has a question in your area of knowledge. We all 

have areas that we feel comfortable in that would be of great assistance to someone just starting out. If 

you wish to be added to our NSOS Mentor List, please send me a note:  johndeered@att.net 

   

BUSINESS MEETING 

Tom presented the proposed slate of officers to be voted on. There were no nominations from the floor. 

The vote was taken and the proposed slate was unanimously voted into office. After the vote, the food 

table was opened for all to enjoy. At 8 pm,  the auction was started and all got a chance to bid on some 

real bargains. 

President  - Ron Burch 

Vice President  - Sandy Myhalik & Jeanne McDermott 

Treasurer  - Tom Mierzejewski 

Secretary  - Walter Doehr 

Directors  - Jay Presbie & Robert Hirnyk 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
 

January 11, 2010 - NSOS Meeting:  “TOWN HALL MEETING”.    (See above corresponding note.)    

 MEETING IS ONE WEEK LATE DUE TO THE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION  

January 16, 2010 - Northeast  AOS Judging Center-Elmsford,  The Hampton Inn, 200 Tarrytown Road, 

Elmsford, NY.  Contact Wayne Bourdette, 5 Emily Ct., Greenlawn, NY 11740  

January 22–24, 2010 - Cape and Islands Orchid Society Show -- "Orchid Harbor" -  Saturday & 

Sunday from 9 AM – 5 PM - Admission $8.00 The Resort & Conference Center at Hyannis, 35 Scudder Ave. 

Hyannis, MA 02601 http://www.caios.org 
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February 1, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: “Growing Orchids in Hydroponics-Phase I and II!” Jeree Harms 

and  Arlene Macallister from Creative Hydroponics, Hillsborough, NJ.   How to grow healthy orchids/plants 

without worrying about under or over watering!  Supplies will be for sale.  

February 6, 2010 – CHS Symposium,  “Spring into the Garden”, Portland High School.   

February 6, 2010 - Northeast AOS Judging Center-Boylston, Tower Hill Garden, 11 French Drive, 

Boylston, MA.  Contact Robert Winkley, 80 Florida St., Unit 9, Dorchester, MA  02124  

February 12-14, 2010 - New Hampshire Orchid Society Show  - Friday February 12 - 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm; 

Saturday February 13 - 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; Sunday February 14 - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Radisson Hotel, Nashua, 

NH; just off US Rt. 3 at exit 1 -- http://www.nhorchids.org 

March 1, 2010 - NSOS Meeting:  “The Amazing World of Paphs and Phrags!”- Helen Hersh, owner of 

Mount Prospect Orchids will show us how to take care of your indoor collection  

March 27, 2010 - Master Gardner’s Symposium at Manchester Community College. NSOS will have a 

membership exhibit.  

April 5, 2010 - NSOS Meeting:  TBA  

May 3, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: "How to Grow any Orchid Successfully" - Ron Midgett, owner of New 

Earth Orchids will show us different growing methods for your favorite orchids.  

June 7, 2010 - NSOS Meeting: TBA  

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm – 9 pm the first Monday of each month 

unless otherwise posted above or on our website.            

Due to renovations at the Hampton Inn, the Northeast Judging Center will meet at the Westchester 

Marriot, 670 White Plains Road, Tarrytown (it is one block away from the Hampton Inn) the 3
rd

 Saturday 

of January, February and March. 

  

For any further information, contact Rita Cohen at 516-374-6426 or orchart@optonline.net 

  
 

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm – 9 pm the first Monday of 

each month unless otherwise posted above or on our website.            
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           TREASURER’S REPORT 

NSOS financial data is available to members upon request.  Send your inquiries to our Treasurer, 

Tom Mierzejewski:  tommajeski@comcast.net .   

    

         Advertising in our NSOS Newsletter 
Advertising is now open to members and businesses.  The following rates apply:  $10/month 

business card size ad.   ¼ page $25, ½ page $50. Members would get $5 & $10 off these rates 

respectively. A four line word ad for members would be $2.  Contact Walter Doehr if interested and 

send your check to Tom Mierzejewski, our Treasurer. 

   

Refreshments :   :   It is requested that for the January meeting,  members bring anything to 

compliment chili and corn spoonbread!  Thanks in advance for your contributions!   
                                                
                                               

  

                                                                                                            

                                                                                    

Monthly Checklist for January and February 

 Cattleya 

Watering and fertilizing will be at a minimum, as will potting. Be on the lookout for senescing sheaths on your 

winter-into-spring bloomers. Careful removal of the dying sheaths will still allow buds to develop without the 

danger of condensation-induced rot. Low light will lead to weak spikes, so, and as noted above, staking is 

critical. If you have a chance to get out to nurseries, there may still be a chance to acquire good plants in sheath 

for spring bloom. Getting them now not only ensures that you'll have them, but allows them to acclimate to your 

conditions and bloom at their best. 

 Cymbidium 

We are well into the flowering season now. Outdoor growers should be cautious of freezing temperatures. 

Damage starts to occur below 30 F. Be diligent about tying the inflorescences for best arrangement of the 

flowers. Also watch closely for slugs and snails. If weather is quite wet, protect the plants from the rain and this 

will help to reduce the risk of botrytis spotting. 

 Lycaste 

The most glorious of all orchids, Lycaste, will be moving toward their flowering season. Make sure the palm-

like leaves do not interfere with the emerging inflorescences. Tying them loosely together often is helpful. 

mailto:tommajeski@comcast.net


Some growers cut the leaves off at the pseudobulb, but this removes part of the attractiveness of this elegant 

orchid. Resist picking up the plant to inspect those beautiful buds and then setting it down in all different 

directions as the flower buds will be forced to re-orient themselves to the light source each time and will not 

open as nicely as they should. Keep plants a little drier during the shorter days.  

 Odontoglossums 

Odontoglossums and their intergeneric hybrids offer a great splash of color now. Though once thought of as 

being difficult to grow and requiring cool temperatures due to the emphasis on odontoglossum breeding, the 

new intergeneric hybrids made using Oncidium and Brassia, for example, are just the opposite. These plants are 

quite content in more intermediate conditions. New growths generally emerge in the spring, later forming 

beautiful plump pseudobulbs. Look for the flower spikes to emerge from the inner sheath of the pseudobulb. If 

your plant's pseudobulbs are shriveled, then the plants have been kept too dry or too wet. Inspect the roots to 

determine which condition prevailed. If the lead pseudobulb is large, plump and green (and back bulbs are 

shriveled) but no flower spike is evident, the plants may have been kept too dry.  

 Paphiopedilum 

The standard Paphiopedilum insigne-derived hybrids, which are called "bull dogs" and "toads," are at their 

peak. Unlike most other orchids, they can even be potted while in bud. There really is no wrong time to pot a 

paphiopedilum, and no other orchid responds so favorably to fresh mix and a cleanup. Keep an eye on watering 

until roots begin to grow. 

 Phalaenopsis 

Now is the peak of spike development, with the first plants in full flower. Staking and plant preparation is a 

must for those all-important spring shows. Correct staking now will give a better display and also make it much 

easier to transport to your society meetings and shows. Care with watering is vital to avoid mechanical damage 

to the flowers, as well as rot-related problems. Keep spent blooms cleaned up to avoid botrytis inoculation. Do 

not repot this month. Now you'll be seeing lots of phalaenopsis at orchid shows and sales.  

 Zygopetalum 

For the most part, the flowering season will have ended for this group, providing the grower a chance to do 

some repotting. The plants will then have a chance to become well established before the hotter months of 

summer arrive. Most growers use bark mixes, but some exceptional results have been seen lately using rock-

wool blends. You may want to try this mix, but do not change your whole collection over to this new media 

until you are sure it is right for you. First, experiment with a few plants to see how they respond. 

 The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay. 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 Baby It's Cold Outside  

 

 

 

For most parts of the country, winter is in full swing. The midwest and eastern states have 

received their share of snow already. The shorter and often dull days, along with cooler 

temperatures, affect our orchids in both good and bad ways.  

First the good news; cooler temperatures and/or shorter days send the signal to many orchids 

that it is time to flower. Inflorescences on many Phalaenopsis (left) and Cymbidium hybrids 

should be well developed by Christmas. Be on the lookout for bugs that think of your 

precious orchid buds as tasty winter treats. Mealybugs will be the most likely suspects. 

Fortunately, these soft-bodied pests can be easily controlled with one teaspoon castile soap 

(we use Dr. Bronner's Peppermint Soap) in a quart of water in a hand sprayer. This safe 

home treatment may require several applications every other day until control is achieved. 

Don't be tempted to mix any chemical control, even one as benign as soap, stronger than 

recommended. 

It is a good idea to begin staking Phalaenopsis spikes before they get too far along. We will 

have a photo essay in the April issue of ORCHIDS magazine showing how to prepare 

orchids for display, but for now there is a brief explanation of how to stake a Phalaenopsis 

here. Certain Cattleya species bloom on cue for the holidays, notably Cattleya trianae and 

C. percivaliana (although both bloom across wider seasons in nature). It is a good idea to stake cattleyas also, as the flowers will display better. 

Decorating the home with blooming orchids can provide colorful accents that are always admired by guests. If you have any orchid shows nearby 

at this time of year, try to make the time to attend one and pick out a few plants that will bloom 

reliably at the holidays for years to come. 

 

Cattleya trianae 

'Mary Fennel' HCC/AOS  

Orchid tips for winter...  

¶ If you are a windowsill grower, the light will be entirely different at this time of year. Assess 

it carefully and make any necessary adjustments. A south window may be brighter due to bare trees 

and the sun being lower in the sky. Watch for sunburn and move plants back from the window or 

add a sheer curtain to cut down the light. 

¶ Shorter days and gloomy weather in many parts of the country can cause plants to produce 

soft growths that are more susceptible to pests and disease. Some orchids will not flower if they do 

not receive enough light. If necessary, use a growlight on a timer to provide additional light in 

winter. 

¶ Orchids grow more slowly in winter and will need less water and fertilizer. Most growers cut 

their fertilizer back to twice a month at half strength. Monitor orchids to keep them at their proper 

moisture level for their type. Generally, orchids will need about half as much water in winter as 

http://www.orchidworks.com/showguide/grooming/sprays.htm
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they do in summer. Some orchids must have a dry winter rest in order to flower.  Click here to learn how to water your orchids. 

¶ The loss of humidity as a result of forced air heating can take its toll on your orchids. Remember, most orchids grow optimally with 60-

75% humidity. If your home is especially dry, and you will know by the way your own skin reacts to winter, provide extra humidity for your 

orchids. A tried and true method is to set orchid pots on trays of pebbles that are filled with water; just make sure your plant is not setting in the 

water. Misting a couple times a day can also help. 

¶ Winter is cold, so protect plants from drafts. If buds start falling off of a Phalaenopsis infloresence the first thing to suspect is a drafty 

window (second thing is ethylene gas from a nearby heater). Do not put plants close enough to a window to touch the glass! 

 

 

If you happen to be lucky enough to live in an area where you grow your orchids outdoors year-round, don't be caught with your guard down. 

Even South Florida, the Gulf Coast and Southern California can experience damaging cold temperatures. Have a plan and supplies for covering or 

moving plants should cold weather be heading your way. Florida has has an unusually wet winter. Keep an eye out for fungal infections on leaves, 

and especially Botrytis on flowers. Provide ample air movement and keep growing area free of plant debris.  

Providing a little extra attention to your orchids at this time of year will get them through the winter in good health and bloom!!!  

If you have any of your own orchid tips for winter, send them to newsflash@aos.org.  
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