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The Presidentds Message:

NSOS has achieved a very special milestone ¢ we now have 100 members! Everyone associated with
the society should be very proud. We began as a small nucleus of dedicated orchidists only two years
ago into a large and vibrant organization. We welcome our new members and encourage all members
to be as active as your schedules allow ¢ and please let us know what you would like to see in the
organization.
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brought looked nicer than most of my best plants ¢ time for me to improve my culture methods! We

hope to continue to have interactive programs ¢ in September everyone is encouraged to pollinate an

orchid to make a hybrid. | am looking forward to our May speaker, Jean Stefanik, an AOS judge who will

take us through the judging process. | have wanted to attend a judging meeting at one of our Northeast
Judging Centers but have never managed to get there. This is something we plan to organize for
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Barkhamsted, along the Farmington River, to see our native Pink Ladyslipper, or Moccasin Flower, in

bloom. This is a great site that has 100s of flowers and is accessible for all members since one of the two
main viewing sites begins right at the parking lot ¢ flowers will be within feet of your car ¢ and the main
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bloom time depends on the temperatures. We have had a warm spring and the Yellow Ladyslippers are
about two weeks early so we may need to meet early. | will keep everyone informed by email (or
telephone if you request ¢ see me at the May meeting or call). Everyone is also invited to our home to
see our outdoors ladyslippers in early June. Because of the warm temperatures, some of the early
flowers will be gone but the already the plants that flower in mid-June are coming up (they usually come
up around May 10-15) so you will see the later species and their hybrids. In lower elevations in
Connecticut flowers are running even earlier ¢ Paul Perakos and | have already pollinated for two new
hybrids at his house in mid-April, an all-time early record by almost four weeks.

Planning is in full swing for our Fall Dinner and Auction to be held in October and for our second Orchid
Show, to be held in March, 2011. There are still many activities for which volunteers are needed!

Happy Orchiding!
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SHOW TABLE

GROWER

PLANT NAME

TYPE

CROSS

Donna Bell

Maxalarria Tennfolia

Jay Presbie

Gerberara

BL Morning
Glory

Dial. Snow
flake

Jill Frickenhaus

Harlequin

Jeanne
McDermott

Hybrid ign

Steve Calderon &
Sandy Myhalik

Song of Love

liemiaimum

Geo. King
nSerendi

Rocco Basilica

Echino labium

Bleitta Strcata

Ochracea

Aneangis Fasmosa

Ginna Plude

Unknown

Vandofinetia
Blaupunkt

Neo. Falcala

Coerulescens

Unknown

Bonica

Bal dano
Kaleidoscope
AGol den T

Sogo Lawrence

Brother Peter
Star

Brother Sara
Gold

Chacul at u
Paci fi

C
Ni ppon F
Masakub

l reneods

Ron Burch

Ellipticum
Aorchi plh

6Aut umn

Jason Fisher
besseae

Maxallaria
tenuifolium

Chua Dancer

sanderianum

gigantifolium
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Grown by Steve Calderon & Sandy Myhalik Grown by Jeanne McDermott
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Grown by Ron Burch Grown by Ruth Ellen Corbett

Gerberara Bulbophyllum Echino labium

Grown by Jay Presbie Grown by Rocco Basilica




NUTMEG STATE ORCHID SOCIETY MENTOR LIST
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Ron Burch

Cypripediums Native
orchids

860-567-0431

ronjonb@aol.com

Call/e-mail

anytime

Walter Doehr

Cymbidiums, Phals.,
Growing under lights

Hydroponics

2036347712

johndeered@att.net

Call/e-mail
anytime

Joe Hertz

Under lights and
Windowsill growing

All species

860-233-5505

jhertz1015@aol.com

Call/e-mail
anytime

Julia Massolin
Walas

All species,
Hydroponics

Pests & diseases,
Mounting/Repotting

Dividing

860-673-3578

orchidjulia@hotmail.com

Call/e-mail
anytime

Jeanne
McDermott

Windowsill growing:

Phals, Paphs, Brassia,
Oncidiums,
Cymbidiums,
Miltoniopsis & mixed
genera

8606775381

jtmcdermott@comcast.net

Call/e-mail
anytime

Sandy Myhalik

Phalaenopsis

860-677-0504

myhalik@comcast.net

Jay Presbie

Growing under lights

All species

860-651-3155

jpresbie @sprintmail.com

Call/e-mail
anytime

John Sziklas

Paphiopedilums
Phragmepediums

Cattleyas

860-658-2908

Call
anytime
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NSOS now has a mentor list and would like to add more folks going forward. We are looking for peopl¢
that are willing to answer questions on something that you are familiar with pertaining to orchids. You d
not have to be an egp, just able to help someone who has a question in your area of knowledge. We al
have areas that we feel comfortable in that would be of great assistance to someone just starting out. If
you wish to be added to our NSOS Mentor List, please send me:gotmdeered@att.net

BUSINESS MEETING

We had 36 members & guests at this months mebBkaxg months meeting
will be a presentation on AOS judging, there will be a mock judging at th
meeting. It was announcégat NSOS has lost six members due to health
issues, we hope these members are well and rejoin us if possible. There )

be a new : membership list coming out to all members in the near future.

Jay gave a : brief update on the upcoming auction & show. Theilebe a
meetingat 3 | Sandy Myhalik & Steve Calderone on April 20 @ 7:00pm to
discuss the . upcoming auctiomtour show for next year. All members are
welcome & — encouraged to attend. Jay also werdr FaceBook explaining
that we have S 40 fans on there & thatgives us free advertising & marketing,
it also has a privacy setting.

SPEAKER

NSOS held a potting clinic for members as well as guests. Those
interested in having their orchids repottedught them to the meeting.
The clinic was given by PresideRbn Burch and Vice President Sandy
Myhalik. NSOS supplied the potting
medium to those that neededRtior to the
workshop Ron gave a quick talk on potting as well as giving us a great
rooting solution for those orchids that have no roots (f@nechid Diges).
The formula is 2 tablespoons of DynaGro KLN per gallon of water. Place

] inch of ; the DynaGro solution at all
times, which will wick up the perlite ‘ @ to keep the plants moistJse
this solution for 8 16 weeksRon o Ay used it for seedlings that came
: Some problems were noticed on
to the growersOnceorchids
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are repotted they should be put in a dark place feeeks before resuming the water cy@leank you to

all the members that brought in orchids for repotting as well as those that pitched in to help, this made 4
very successful as well as an informative meeting.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 3, 2010- NSOS Meetng: Thi s month, the fAlntracacies of AOS Juddi n
presented by Jean Stefanik from Manchester, NH.

June 5, 2010 Tour of Gardens at Post Hill to see Cypripediumsn bloom

June 27, 2010 Trip to J&L Orchid Sale

July 24, 2010- NSOS Family Picnic
At the Home of Sandy Myhalik and Steve Calderdrain date July 25

September 13....So You Want to be an Orchid Breeder: Creating Your Own Ideal Orchid through
Hybridization by Ron Burch . NOTE: MEETING IS ONE WEEK LATE DUE TO THE LABORDAY
HOLIDAY

October 2..... Auction & Dinner/Silent Auction
Tunxis Plantation Country Club, Farmington. Open to the public. Check back for more information.

November 1...."Understanding Orchids"  William Cullina, author of "Understanding Orchids" and
current Director of Horticulture/Plant Curator of the Coastal Maine Botannical Gardens in
Boothbay, Maine Visit Bill's website for more info: www.williamcullina.com

December 6....Holiday Party & Elections

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior €nter, Room C @7 pm1 9 pm the first Monday of each month
unless otherwise posted above or on our website.

TREASUREROGS REPORT

NSOS financial datais available to members upon requestSend your inquiries to our Treasure,
Tom Mierzejewski: tommajeski@comcast.net

Advertising in our NSOS Newsletter
Advertising is now open to members and businesses. The following rates apply: $10/month

business card size ad. Yage $25, ¥ page $50. Membersceive$5 & $10 off these rates
respectively. A four line word ad for members would be $2. Contact Walter Doehr if interested and
send your check to Tom Mierzejewski, our Treasurer.
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Refreshments: It is requested that for ¢iMay meeting, those members with last names beginning
with N thru Z bring in a snack or finger food to share with members. Thanks in advance for your
contributions!

Monthly Checklist for May and June

Cattleya

The last of the sprinfowering types-- those that flower from a ripened hard pseudobulll be finishing, while

the first summeblooming types will be showing buds on their rapidly growing, soft pseudobulbs. Both may need
potting, as signaled by deteriorating mix, this month. The sflimgmers present no problems, as you will be

dealing with fully ripe, wellhardened pseudobulbs. They will be ready to root on the mature front pseudobulb and
will establish quickly. The summer bloomers, will be brittle and may be in bud. Nonethele=sersgd growers

know that unless potted now, they may not root later, as this type tends to be seasonal in its rooting behavior. Stf#lke
the lead growth to avoid breakage. May can still present some changing light conditions that can lead to burning jf
thefoliage if the plants have not been properly acclimatized. Allow them to build up their tolerance to higher light
gradually. Changing light and temperatures can also be the source of some frustration when trying to determine
when plants need watering. Wiitattleyas will be entering into a period of rapid growth starting this month, they
have still not built up sufficient momentum to be significantly slowed by your missing a day or two of watering
owing to dark weather. As always, it is safer to err ordtlgeside than on the wet. It is important, though,

especially to the summer bloomers. Too much shade will cause rapidly developing inflorescences to droop
unattractively.

Paphiopedilum

The Paphiopedilum Maudiae types will be well into their season nosvcaceful eye should be used toward
staking. Do not be too anxious to stake, however. Many of this type, if staked too soon, will develop nodding
flowers that do not face the observer. It is better to allow the flowers to ripen naturally, then supgmkethight
below the ovary for best display. This is especially common in Paphiopedilum fairriesmiv@&d hybrids. If you
have to do something when you first see the emerging spikes, just put the stake in the pot next to the spiking
growth. Not only wil this help you, but you will be able to see where the spikes are, so you can continue to pay
attention to their development. The multifloral types will be entering their most active growth phase, so lots of
light, water and fertilizer are called for taaimre their large growths. Many will be spiking in the next couple of
months, so be on the lookout for the emerging inflorescences. These may benefit from earlier staking than most, flas
the inflorescences grow so quickly in some cases that they can beafuitegain, best support is right below the
ovary of the first flower. This will allow the most natural presentation of the blooms.

Phalaenopsis

Except for the latestpiking plants, all phalaenopsis should be ready for potting or already potted.Becaus
phalaenopsis are tropical plants, they tend to be seasonal in their rooting behavior. The critical point for potting ig

when new roots emerge from the base of the plant. This is absolutely the best time to repot a phalaenopsis. The
summesflowering types based on Doritis background, have ideally already been potted and are becoming freshly



established, ready to support their sboiemerge spikes for the summer season. Phalaenopsis potted at the right
point in their growth cycle will reestablish almostmediately, with fresh roots growing into the new medium

nearly uninterrupted. As soon as the flush of new root growth is seen, begin regular watering and fertilizing to ma
maximum use of the major growing season. Do not getexaerant with your watig, though, allowing water

to splash between plants. This can be a source of infection for bothbwaterpathogens and viral contamination.
Phalaenopsis are much more susceptible to virus than was previously thought. Take extra care to keep your
collection free of bacterial and viral problems, which you can accomplish by maintaining a clean growing area.

AOS thanks Ned Nash for this essay .

Phal . Baldendéds Kaleidoscope Gol den
Grown by Ginna Plude

For those of our members that ae not members of AOSelow s the link for the AOS newsletter
http://aos.informz.net/aos/archives/archive_776376.html




AOS CORNER

How to Repot a Cymbidium

Text and Photographs by Milton Carpenter

This mature cymbidium is
in need of repotting.




Cymbidiums make such
large root systems that they
frequently ae difficult to
remove from the inverted
pot. Here, we are tapping
the edge of the pot on a
solid surface while gently
pulling the plant downward.

After several taps, the
rootball is free.




Using shears that have bee
sterilized with a propane
torch, cuts are made in the
rootball and between the
pseudoblbs. Always be
sure to make cuts with a
sterilized tool to prevent the
spread of virus.

Pull apart the cymbidium
clump gently to avoid
damaging the rost

Continue to pull the plant




Making smaler divisions
enables you to propagate
more plants to share with
friends and take to the raffle
table at your local society.

Applying a fungicide paste

to the cut is recommended
to prevent infection.




Once the divisions are mad
and the old potting medium
is removed from the roots,
the divisions are regdo

pot.

Repot the divisions into nev
medium and sterilized pots.
Always be sure to label eac
division witd.l
name, including any clonal
nanme and AOS award, if
appropriate.

The finished produad

three divisions with room
for two year:
four leafless backbulbs that
might become ew

plantlets.
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FROM THE 2010 LONGWOOD GARDEN ORCHID SHOW




