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The President‟s Message:                                                                                                                                        

       

Hi Everyone, 

“Come See Our Bloomers!” Show & Sale is imminent.  Four days to finalize  all the preparations and last 

minute details as I write.  By the time you read this note, the Show maybe over?  All expectations are 

that our first NSOS Show & Sale will be most successful and all participants/attendees will have had lots 

of fun!  Thank you all in advance for the tremendous efforts expended by each of you.  Special thanks 

to our Show Chairs:  Jay Presbie, Julia Massolin-Walas, Collene Dudda, Lori Macgowan, Alan Stauch, 

Cynthia Cooper, & Jeannine Brinkerhoff!  As they say, it takes a village!  Only a team effort can achieve 

the success anticipated. 

/ŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ {Ƙƻǿ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нnd meeting.  Remember that 

this meeting will host our Charter Member, Ron Burch, owner of Gardens at Post Hill.  It will take place 

at the Farmington Main Library, Route 4, in Farmington. (Local elections bumped us out of our usual 

meeting place.)  During this evening, the 2010 Slate of NSOS Board of Directors will be presented by the 

Nominating Committee, Chaired by Tom Mierzejewski.  Our gratitude is extended to Tom, Jeannine 

Brinkerhoff and Lori Macgowan for their perseverance in pursuing a strong slate!  The excitement is high 

and soon  the results of their effort will be shared.  By the way, nominations will be taken from the floor 

so if anyone has yet to step forward to hold a position, be prepared to speak at that time. Please mark 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ this meeting! 

b{h{ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴ {ǘŀǘŜ hǊŎƘƛŘ {Ƙƻǿ ϧ {ŀƭŜΣ ά!ƴ hŎŜŀƴ ƻŦ hǊŎƘƛŘǎέΣ ƻƴ 

November 19-22, 2009.  Set-up is Thursday, November 19 at the Garden City Center in Cranston.  

Volunteers are needed to help with both set-up and take down.  Exhibit Ideas for a complimentary motif 

is also needed.  If you have suggestions, decorations or anything that might help, please contact me or 

WǳƭƛŀΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ōƭƻƻƳŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΦ  hǳǊ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ сΩ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ maybe use 

two additional pedestals if allowed. It is unlikely that NSOS will attend the MOS Show at Tower Hill this 

ȅŜŀǊΧǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ  ŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǿΦ  ό{ŜŜ ƻǳǊ b{h{ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ¦Ǉ-

Coming Events.) 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƛƴŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƻƴ b{h{ ǘƘƛǎ 

Sunday.  I am most confident that our efforts will be rewarded ten-fold and that our ranks will grow to 

new heights.  Who knows the extent of surprises we might all enjoy going forward.  Thanks again to 

everyoneΧΦŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΗ    WŜŀƴƴŜ 



 

NOTICE 

Change in meeting place for November meeting of Nutmeg State Orchid 

Society. Meeting will be at Farmington Library, Rt. 4, Farmington 7 – 9 pm 

 

 

Plants to Swap or Buy! 

²ƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎǿŀǇέ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΗ  !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ пέ ƻǊ рέ ǇƻǘǎΥ 

5ƎƳǊŀΦ  ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ  Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ CŀƛǊȅΩ  н ŜŀΦ           hƴŎΦ {ƘŀǊǊȅ .ŀōȅ Ψ{ǿŜŜǘ CǊŀƎǊŀƴŎŜΩ !aκ!h{   

.Ǌŀǎǎƛŀ 9ŘǾŀƘ [ƻƻ  ΨDƻƭŘƛƭƻŎƪǎΩ   п ŜŀΦ                                  .ƭƭǊŀΦ aŀǊŦƛǘŎƘ ΨIƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ 5ǊŜŀƳΩ  !aΚ!h{ 

!ƭŎǊŀΦ  {ǳƴŘŀȅ .Ŝǎǘ  ΨaǳŦŦƛƴΩ    н ŜŀΦ               /ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ   WŜŀƴƴŜ    όLŦ ƴƻ ǎǿŀǇΣ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ϸс-8.) 

 

 

 



      

NUTMEG STATE ORCHID SOCIETY MENTOR LIST 2009 

 

Ron Burch 

 

Cypripediums Native 

orchids 

860-567-0431 

 
ronjonb@aol.com 

Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Walter Doehr 

Cymbidiums, Phals., 

Growing under lights 

 Hydroponics 

203-634-7712 johndeered@att.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Joe Hertz 

Under lights and 

Windowsill  growing 

All species 

860-233-5505 jhertz1015@aol.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime  

Julia Massolin-

Walas 

All  species,  

Hydroponics 

Pests & diseases, 

Mounting/Repotting 

Dividing 

 

860-673-3578 orchidjulia@hotmail.com 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Jeanne 

McDermott 

Windowsill growing: 

Phals, Paphs, 

Brassia, Oncidiums, 

Cymbidiums,  

Miltoniopsis & mixed 

genera 

860-677-5381 jtmcdermott@comcast.net 
Call/e-mail 

anytime 

Jay Presbie 
Growing under lights 

All species 
860-651-3155 jpresbie@sprintmail.com 

Call/e-mail 

anytime 

John Sziklas 

Paphiopedilums 

Phragmepediums 

Cattleyas 

860-658-2908  
Call 

anytime 

 

Sandy Myhalik 

 

Phalaenopsis 

 

860-677-0504 

 

myhalik@comcast.net 

 

     

mailto:johndeered@att.net
mailto:jtmcdermott@comcast.net
http://us.mc838.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=myhalik@comcast.net


NSOS now has a mentor list and would like to add more folks going forward.  We are looking for people 

that are willing to answer questions on something that you are familiar with pertaining to orchids. You do 

not have to be an expert, just able to help someone who has a question in your area of knowledge. We all 

have areas that we feel comfortable in that would be of great assistance to someone just starting out. If 

you wish to be added to our NSOS Mentor List, please send me a note:  johndeered@att.net 

 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Meeting was called to order @ 7:15pm by President Jeanne McDermott. Membership was notified of 

meeting location change for the November meeting due to local 

elections. The raffle had seven plants. The members present were 

brought up to date on our up coming show by Jay. We need 

volunteers to help with all aspects of set up & take down on Oct 

25 @ 7:30am.  Set-up has to be completed by 10 am. The show 

will run from 10am to 4pm. Flyers will continue to be handed out 

& posted until the day of the show. We have seven vendors 

selling flowers, supplies, art & hydroponics. There have been 31 

ads sold for our show brochure. Julia is in charge of setting up our display. Anyone with orchids in 

bloom,  please contact her.  We will be having a raffle during the show. There will be a teacup raffle as 

well as a silent auction. Raffle baskets will be assembled by Jeannine Brinkerhoff. Those donating will be 

recognized for their donations at the show. All members are reminded that if they have their name tags at 

home to wear them to the show. Harriet & Collene are in charge of setting up the food for the vendors and 

members working the show. 

Anyone interested in running for the NSOS Board of Directors for 2010, please  see Tom. (See job 

descriptions below) 

Jeanne, Tom, Lori & Alan manned our NSOS exhibit at the Unionville Festival. Although they had a 

rainy day the interest was good. (See pictures below).  

 
 

mailto:johndeered@att.net


Speaker 

    Julia introduced our speaker Helen Hersh.  Helen has owned 
Hamish Hog Antiques for 30 years, a business specializing in 
museum quality furniture and decorative arts from the American 
aesthetic movement.   

    She started growing orchids in 
1990 when a client started giving 
her orchids in bloom for delivering 
pieces of antique furniture. The 
collection grew rapidly to hundreds 
of plants, then thousands, as 
flasks of Paphs. and Phrags. were 
being purchased.  The goal to 
start an orchid business became a 

reality 12 years ago with Mount Prospect Orchids, specializing in 
fine Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums, as well as unusual species. She has never forgotten 
her windowsill days and carries a line of plants that are both unusual and easy for home 
growers. 

    She is a trustee of the Greater New York Orchid 
Society and  and has been lecturing for more than 10 
years around the country. Helen gave us a very 

informative talk on her orchids as well as different 
requirements. Her display for sale was outstanding and all 

different types could be found. There were lots of questions 
on different things from fertilizing to temperature. We 

could have gone on lots longer if time had permitted. Thanks 
Helen for a very informative lecture.   

          

         

 

 
 

 

 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

October 25, 2009...."COME SEE OUR BLOOMERS!" SHOW AND SALE.  NSOS‟s First Show! 
The Pond House at Elizabeth Park, West Hartford -- 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. There will be plants and supply vendors and orchid 
related arts and crafts.  Free to the Public!    Teacup Auction!!  All are invited! 

 

October 30-November 1, 2009 - MOS 28
th

 Annual SHOW & SALE!  at Tower Hill Botanic Gardens.  

Theme:  "Bewitched, Bothered, Bewildered"! 
 

November 2, 2009 – NSOS Meeting: “Growing Ladyslippers in Your Garden" .  Ron Burch, owner of The 

Gardens at Post Hill will share with us simple methods that can be practiced by any gardener and which make 

gardening with Ladyslippers easy and straightforward. Meeting location:  Farmington Main Library, Rte. 4.  

 
November  13 & 14, 2009  Annual Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium, Cavalier Oceanfront Hotel, 42

nd
 & 

Atlantic Ave., Virginia Beach, VA   (See attachment.)  
 
November 19 -22, 2009  the Ocean State Orchid Society 5

th
 Show and Sale, at Garden City Center, 180 

NSOS will be exhibiting!  

 

December 7, 2009- NSOS Meeting: "Holiday Party, Elections & Mini Auction" .  Celebrate the holidays and 

welcome our new Board of Directors by sharing your favorite dish and orchids with friends and family.  

 

January 22–24, 2010 - CAIOS Show - entitled "Orchid Harbor" to be held at the Resort & Conference Center 

at Hyannis. 

 

February 6, 2010 – CHS Symposium, Spring into the Garden, Portland High School.  (See attachment.) 

 

Meetings are held at the Farmington Senior Center, Room C @ 7 pm – 9 pm the first Monday of 

each month unless otherwise posted above or on our website. 

 

 

            

 

                               

           TREASURER‟S REPORT 

NSOS financial data is available to members upon request.  Send your inquiries to our Treasurer, 

Tom Mierzejewski:  tommajeski@comcast.net . 

mailto:tommajeski@comcast.net


 

 

 

            Advertising in our NSOS Newsletter 
Advertising is now open to members and businesses.  The following rates apply:  $10/month business card size ad.   ¼ 

page $25, ½ page $50. Members would get $5 & $10 off these rates respectively. A four line word ad for members would 

be $2.  Contact Walter Doehr if interested and send your check to Tom Mierzejewski, our Treasurer. 

 

 

 

 

 Refreshments ; It is requested that for the November meeting, those members with last names 

beginning with A thru M bring in a snack or finger food to share with members.  Thanks in advance for 

your contributions!        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



UNIONVILLE FESTIVAL 

 

                       

 

                                                  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

                    



     

                                    

  SHOW TABLE 

GROWER PLANT NAME TYPE  CROSS TEM

P 

GROWN 

       

Jeanne McDermott Sogo Firework 

„Orange Delight‟ 

Phal.   W I 

       

 Living Fire Phrag Sorcerer‟s 

Apprentice 

     besseae W I 

       

 Dark Star” Darth 

Vader” 

Miltassia   W I 

       

 Jungo Sweet Dtps. Dtps Lih Jiang 

Beauty 

P. Luchia Lip W I 

       

 Colorkuli Paph.. concolor sukhakulii W I 

       

       

       

John Sziklas  Paph. rothschildianum onyx I G 

       

 C. Angel Bells „Suzie‟    I G 

       

 Dollgoldi Paph. Armeniacum #15 Rothschildianm  

       „Eagle‟ 

I G 

       

       

Alan Stauch  Phrag. Godfroyae 

„Harold‟ 

Paph. concolor 

„Walter‟ 

I W 

       

 Tahoma Glacier „Green‟ Bllra   I W 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

 

 

      



                 

                   
                Phal. Sogo Firework 'Orange Delight' AQ/ AOS                            Phrag. Living Fire 
 
 

                   

                                               Dark Star "Darth Vader"                                                           1Phrag. 

                       

                                   Blla Tahoma Glacier'Green'                                                                        C. Angel Bells 'Suzie' 

                             



                       

                                                                      Paph.                                                                          Phap.    Colorkuli 

 

 

2Paph. Dollgoldi 

 

                                                                

                                                                 



                                                                                    

Monthly Checklist for  November and December  

  

Cattleya  

Growers of just about every level of expertise will have begun to notice autumn conditions by now. 
Days are becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sunlight has less intensity as a result of the sun's 
lowering angle, nights are longer and generally cooler. Plants are responding by slowing and ripening 
their growth in preparation for winter.  

  

The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced frequency of watering, as the plants dry out 
more slowly. This is a function of bot h the reduced day length and lower temperatures, as well as the 
plants' slowing growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a reduced need for fertilization. Note that 
the key word is reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage, but feed.  
Growths, made during summer's heat, and relatively soft and green, will be ripening -- hardening -- 
in preparation for a brief period of rest (in many cases).  

  

Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, presaging the coming winter or spring flowe ring 
season. In some cases, these sheaths will have been evident since as early as July. (Early sheath 
development does not mean early flowering on plants with winter -spring seasons.) You may notice 
that some of these sheaths are showing signs of yellowing. This is not abnormal. Autumn's more 
pronounced temperature fluctuation can lead to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening the 
normal process of senescence, so yellowing sheaths can be left on the plant only so long before they 
must be carefully removed to preserve the bud primordia within. Water condensation left unchecked 
can rot the bud primordia. The sheaths can be safely removed by slitting open and peeling down 
toward the pseudobulb. 

  

Cool -Growing Orchids  

One can almost hear a sigh of relief from all of the cool -growers, from masdevallias to 
odontoglossums. As day temperatures decline, one can see a noticeable improvement in these 
plants. Shorter days and lower light levels do not seem to bother them. Repot before winter arrives.  

  

Cymbidium  

Finally we begin in earnest the main cymbidium season. Cymbidium ensifolium can give some early 
and fragrant hybrids, but it is now that the bulk of the crop will be flowering. The season lasts for 
about seven months, adding color to any collection. Miniature varieties will peak for the next three to 



four months. There are three important things to do: stake inflorescences ramrod straight for best 
presentation, watch for slugs and snails (especially just after a rain), and fertilize with a mild 
balanced formula regularly. 

  

Oncidium crispum Complex  

This is the season for plants in Oncidium section crispum from Brazil to shine. Extremely vigorous 
hybrids come in wide varieties of markings dominated with chestnut and brown and butter yellow. 
Give plants high light to produce strong upright inflorescences. The pseudobulbs should be plump, so 
do not let the plants dry out while they are in bloom. Later, plants will enter a dormant period.  

  

Paphiopedilum  

The flowering season for the "toads" or "bulldog" paphs is  just getting underway. These cannot be 
grown everywhere, but where cooler summer nights allow their growth, there is no longer -lasting or 
more exotic display than these. Paphiopedilums are, in general, not heavy feeders, and it is especially 
important wit h this type to reduce nitrogen levels now for best flowering and spike length. Be 
watchful for water accumulating in the growth around the sheath, or for the late -season warm spell, 
either of which can lead to the sheath's rotting. As the spikes emerge, do  not change the orientation 
of the plant toward the light, as this can lead to a crooked or twisted spike.  

  

While paphiopedilums rarely like to dry out entirely, water needs are significantly reduced beginning 
now. Overwatering at this time of year can qu ickly lead to root rot or erwinia problems. Now is the 
time to practice good sanitary practices in your greenhouse or growing areas, as pest and disease 
problems have a way of multiplying rapidly in the darker and more crowded conditions that generally 
mark the winter growing area. With paphiopedilums, especially, "cleanliness is next to godliness" and 
if the growing area is littered with old foliage, weeds and dying flowers, keeping the plants alive and 
flowering will be next to impossible.  

  

Phalaenopsis  

Shortening days and cooler nights are the signals for inflorescence initiation in phalaenopsis. In more 
northern climates, or on the west coast, growers have already begun to see the early inflorescences 
that may be ready for Christmas. In the eastern area s, nights in the greenhouse will now be in the 
low to mid 60s, depending on the thermostat setting, so the first of our phalaenopsis will not begin to 
bloom until Valentine's Day at the earliest.  

  

A reduction in nitrogen levels will go a long way to givin g the best possible spiking, as will a boost in 
potassium and phosphorus. In other words, a "bloom booster" -type fertilizer is definitely indicated in 



the next few months. Disease and pest problems are best dealt with now, especially as mealybugs 
hide in the bracts and flower buds. Once they have established themselves, they are difficult to 
eradicate, and flower damage or crippling results. Potential disease problems can be dealt with by the 
application of a copper-based compound to control/alleviate rot p roblems before they start. There is 
nothing more frustrating than to have shepherded your plants through a growing season, only to 
have them decline before your eyes. 

  

Vandaceous Genera  

Whereas the general decline in temperatures is beneficial to cool-growing orchids, it is not for 
vandaceous plants. The only cold-hardy member is Neofinetia falcata. Orient your plants in such a 
way as to take advantage of as much light as possible. This can be a problem in northern latitudes. 
Reduce watering and feeding schedules. 

  

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay . 

 
 

  
 

 

AOS Corner 

Orchid Nutrition for Winter 

By Susan Jones  

Planning for the optimum health and blooms of your orchids through winter and into spring is as important as their day-to-day care. 

Preparing now for orchidsô seasonal nutritional needs can boost their resistance to damage from pests, disease and winter 

temperatures in the coming months 

Overall Health  

Orchids will fare better in encounters with pests, diseases and temperature extremes if they are in a good state of overall health. A plant 

suffering from underor over-fertilizing, or stressed from lack of water is much more likely to be injured by any additional strain. 

Orchids grown under less than ideal conditions are more likely to be a target for infection or infestation. Make an extra effort now to get 

plants and their greenhouse or growing area in good shape for the shorter, darker days ahead by removing old foliage, weeds and 

dying flowers. An autumn cleanup can minimize or prevent the pest and disease problems that can crop up in the darker and more 

crowded conditions that often characterize thewinter growing area. 

http://www.aos.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Orchid_Resources1&CONTENTID=5679&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm


 

Winter nutritional practices differ from those of the active growing season. 

General Nutrition  

Light levels and temperatures begin to fall at this time of year, and your orchidsô 

nutritional needs change accordingly. Orchid growers can take the following steps now 

to help prepare their collection for optimal health through the months ahead. 

If your orchids will winter outdoors, fertilizing properly can help them resist cold, insect 

and disease damage, as well as give them two to three additional degrees of cold 

resistance. This can mean the difference between a dead orchid and an unscathed 

plant or one that just loses a few leaves. 

Use a fertilizer low in nitrogen (which should be nitrate nitrogen, not urea nitrogen) and 

high in potassium; the numbers on the label should read something like 10-5-20. 

Watering and fertilizing should be reduced in frequency for the cooler autumn season, 

and orchids that bloom during the winter and into spring should be given a couple of 

doses of blossom booster in October and November; bloom boosters should have a 

higher middle number, such as 10-50-10. 

Ideally, this change in fertilizer should start by mid-November and continue through the end of January. This regime will sacrifice plant 

growth in December and January in favor of plant protection, but it can help keep the plant healthier overall. 

Some growers recommend using Dyna-Gro Pro-TeKt (0-0-3), a liquid nutritional potassium-silicon supplement for plants. The product is 

supposed to improve heat and drought tolerance in orchids, as well as boosting their resistance to pests, disease and environmental 

stress. 

Specific Genera  

Seasonal nutritional needs differ among various orchid genera, and may diverge still further depending on local climatic conditions in 

disparate geographic regions. The following guidelines may require modification to accommodate individual growing conditions. 

Cattleya  Watering and fertilizing frequency should be reduced, as the plants dry out more slowly in the cooler temperatures and 

shorter days.  

Bud sheaths may yellow at this time of year as temperature fluctuations can cause water to condense inside the sheath. Should you 

notice condensation in the sheath, it should be opened or removed to allow the developing buds adequate air circulation and prevent 

bud blast caused by rots. Simply slit open the sheath and carefully peel it down toward the pseudobulb, exercising caution so as not to 

damage the delicate bud primordia within. 

Dendrobium  Autumn and winter needs vary according to the species or hybrid parentage in this diverse genus. Dendrobium 

phalaenopsis and Dendrobium canaliculatum hybrids will benefit from a fertilizer with a low nitrogen formula for optimal flowering. 

The leaves of Dendrobium nobile types and their hybrids begin to yellow and drop at this time of year in preparation for their winter 

dormancy. Plants should be given plenty of light and good air circulation and kept dry from November through February. Mist 

occasionally if their canes become overly shriveled. 

Paphiopedilum  Generally, these do not require a great deal of fertilizer. This is especially important with the cooler-growing 

bulldog types to reduce nitrogen levels at this time of year for best flowering. (Bulldog Paphiopedilums have plain green leaves as 

opposed to the mottled-leaf types. One of the best-known bulldog-type hybrids is Paphiopedilum Winston Churchill.) Watch for water 

accumulating in the growth around the sheath or for late-season warm spells, as either can rot the sheath and destroy the developing 

http://www.aos.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Orchid_Resources1&CONTENTID=5679&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm
http://www.aos.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Orchid_Resources1&CONTENTID=5679&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm


inflorescence. While Paphiopedilums should not be allowed to dry out entirely, water needs are significantly reduced in the cooler days. 

Overwatering can cause root rot or Erwinia problems. 

Phalaenopsis  Growth slows and inflorescences begin to appear. Reduce watering and fertilizing frequency, and apply a bloom-

boosting fertilizer. Many growers also recommend applications of epsom salts (magnesium sulfate) to Phalaenopsis at this time of year 

to prevent yellowing and loss of lower leaves and to enhance blooming.  

Once buds are evident on the inflorescences, keep temperatures and humidity consistent to prevent bud drop. Phalaenopsis grown in 

the greenhouse are especially prone to bud blast in February and early March, when the heat is still coming on at night and the 

greenhouse temperatures rise during the day. 

 

By providing the right nutrients in the fall, a bounty of blooms will follow for 

late-winter species such as this Rhynchostylis gigantea 'Banjong' AM/AOS.  

Vanda  Aside from Neofinetia falcata, vandaceous orchids generally do not tolerate 

autumn and winterôs cooler temperatures (below 60Á F [16Á C]) well and need to be 

carefully protected from chills. 

Vandaceous orchids still need as much light as possible as the days become shorter 

and light levels fall. Reduce the frequency of fertilizing and watering to accommodate 

the slower growth period they are entering. 

Starting the first week of October, Julie Rosenberg at R.F. Orchids in Homestead, 

Florida, recommends feeding vandaceous genera a blossom booster fertilizer 

exclusively, once a week for four to six weeks, at 1 teaspoon per gallon of water (15 ml 

to 3.8 l), with normal watering between. In November, begin fertilizing every other 

week, using a balanced 20-20-20 fertilizer at 1 teaspoon per gallon (15 ml to 3.8 l), 

substituting bloom booster every fourth feeding. 

Preparing now for orchidsô seasonal nutritional needs can mean happier, healthier and 

more productive plants year round. 

 
 

 

  

Susan Jones was the editor of Awards Quarterly and assistant editor of Orchids. American Orchid Society, 

16700 AOS Lane, Delray Beach, Florida 33446  

 

All reuse must contain the follwing:  

Reprinted from the OCTOBER 2003 issue of Orchids -- The Bulletin of the American Orchid Society. Copyright 

American Orchid Society -- www.aos.org  

 



 

Position Descriptions for NSOS Officers 

 
President 

Å Presides at all NSOS business and board meetings, and discharges all duties as directed by the bylaws of the 

society. 

Å Oversees the proper selection of committee chairs and staff positions. 

Å Serves on all committees as "ex officio" member except the nominating committee. 

Å Maintains contact with the American Orchid Society through the current AOS Representative. 

Å Administers society planning to ensure that activities are planned far enough in advance to achieve completion 

and success. 

Å Calls for regular reports (oral or written) from NSOS officers or committee chairpersons. 

Å Signs all written contracts and agreements for NSOS. 

Å Initiates new procedures and projects as warranted. 

 

Vice-President 
Å Performs the duties of the President during his/her absence. 

Å Arranges for the speaker/ program for monthly membership meetings of the society. 

Å Arranges the plant displays for meetings when displays are appropriate. 

Å Assists the President with NSOS responsibilities when requested to do so. 

 

Secretary 
Å Keeps accurate minutes and attendance of NSOS's monthly meetings. Å Maintains information records/minutes 

of the board of directors. 

Å Maintains NSOS's calendar including all society meetings/activities, dates and places of shows of sister 

societies, AOS regional judgings and semi-annual meetings. 

Å Provides copies of minutes promptly to the President and Vice-President, keeping one copy on file. 

Å Assists with society correspondence as requested. 

 

Treasurer 
Å Collects, records and deposits all NSOS funds promptly. 

Å Determines deadlines in advance to meet NSOS needs for appropriate payment such as post office box, 

meeting place, insurance renewals, etc. 

Å Pays NSOS's bills for above mentioned needs. 

Å Files all necessary state and federal tax forms within allowable filing periods. Å Maintains NSOS's accounts, 

current and complete. 

Å Reports on NSOS's financial status at all society board meetings, and at membership meetings when 

requested. 

Å Consults with show and banquet committee chairs to ensure that correct financial records are maintained. 

Å Prepares annual report of NSOS's financial transactions. 

Å Disperses funds at the discretion of the Board of Directors. 

 

Director 
Å Performs duties assigned by NSOS bylaws or President. 

Å Attends all Board and society meetings. 

Å As a member of the Board of Directors, assumes ultimate responsibility for the proper operation of NSOS. 
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SAVE THE DATE: Feb. 6, 2010 

CHS SYMPOSIUM—Spring into the Garden 

 

[ƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƻƎƎȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƭŀȅ ŘƻǊƳŀƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ 

snow, gardeners will begin to dream and plan for the next season. 

Spring into the Garden, a one-day symposium of practical gardening ideas and inspiration to be held Feb. 6, 2010, at 

Portland High School, is guaranteed to inform and entertain all who attend with exceptional speakers and vendors. 

Keynote speaker for the CHS-sponsored event is author, educator, plant collector and design consultant Daniel J. 

HinkleyΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘǿƻ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ ά9ȄŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ !ŎŎŜƴǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ tǳƴŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

garden, and the presentatiƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭƭȅ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΦ άtƭŀƴǘ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ 

exceptional combinations of foliage and flower. 

IƛƴƪƭŜȅΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ IŜǊƻƴǎǿƻƻŘ bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

Garden, formerly of Kingston, Wash., and working for Martha Stewart residences and publications as a consultant and 

correspondent. 

   

William (Bill) P. Graham III, owner of Beautiful Things, a shop in historic Salem, Mass., will treat the audience to the 

creation of unusual designs presented with his characteristic sense of humor. Graham, a longtime member of the 

prestigious American Institute of Floral Designers, is also known for his support of nonprofit organizations in the Bay 

State, including the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the Peabody Essex Museum and the Hospice of the North Shore. 

 

Integrating the practical and the beautiful, Jack and Kathy Donohue of Litchfield, Conn., will discuss incorporating herbs 

into gardens and landscapes. The Donohues are longtime members of CHS and are active in the Connecticut Unit of the 

Herb Society of America. 

 

Look for further details and registration information in future newsletters.     

  

                                                                       ς  Jeannine Loughlin   

 

 

 

 



Annual Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium 
Fifth Presented by an alliance of his orchid friends in Virginia 

In conjunction with the American Orchid Society 

November 13 & 14, 2009 
Cavalier Oceanfront Hotel 

42nd & Atlantic Avenue, Virginia Beach, Virginia 
---------------------- 

Preview Party: Friday, November 13, 6:00 PM ï 9:00 PM 
Welcome: 7:30 PM - Rob Griesbach, Moderator 

7:45 PM -Walter Off, Waldor Orchids, (Cattleyas) 
Symposium: Saturday, November 14, 8:45 AM ï 5:30 PM 

Plants to be entered for AOS & Ribbon judging by 10:00 AM 
--------------- 

Welcome: 8:45 AM ï Rob Griesbach, Moderator 
9:00 - 10:30 AM - Hadley Cash, Marriott Orchids, (Paphiopedlums) 

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM - Norris Williams, PhD, University of Florida (Oncidiinae 
Nomenclature) 

Buffet Lunch (included in registration) and plant sales 12:00- 1:30 PM & 4:30 - 5:30 PM. 
1:30 - 3:00 PM - Bill Thoms (Bulbophyllums) 

3:00 ï 4:30 PM - Panel Discussion and Judging Results 
4:30 - 5:30 PM - Plant Sales 

VENDORS: Waldor Orchids, Marriott Orchids, Seagrove Orchids, Floradise Orchids, 
Bill Thoms, The Orchid Trail 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
If paid by Oct. 15: Symposium Registration (includes buffet lunch): $45.00 

Preview Party (includes full dinner buffet): $45.00 
Combination Symposium & Preview Party: $80.00 

After Oct. 15: Preview Party & Symposium: $50.00 each 
Combination Symposium & Preview Party: $90.00 

Cavalier Room Rate for Huntington Symposium: $89.00 
Cavalier Hotel website: www.cavalierhotel.com 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Early Registration suggested Due to Limited Space 

First Name_______________________ Last Name__________________________ 
Additional Registrant(s)________________________________________________ 
Address______________________________________________________________ 
Phone_________________________**Email________________________________ 
Preview Party Only_________ Symposium Only___________Combination_______ 

** We prefer to forward confirmation and additional symposium information by Email 
Check enclosed for $________Visa or Mastercard#_____________________Exp.______ 

Please make checks payable to Huntington Memorial Symposium 
Return to: Dot Pierce, 917 Beryl Avenue, Virginia Beach, Va. 23464 

Symposium: pierce.db@verizon.net 
Cavalier Hotel ï For $89.00 room rate ask for Huntington Symposium. 

Phone: (757) 425-8555 
*For additional information go to: mhsymposium.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


